
WHY WE SEND MISSIONARIES UP NORTH 
By Loren Tungseth | Alaska Mission Coordinator | Fergus Falls, MN  

  

 The Bible says in Psalm 78, “We will tell the next generation about the 
glorious deeds of the Lord, about his power and his mighty 
wonders.” (Psalm 78:4b NLT) 
 
Children make all the difference in the world. That’s why we send 
missionaries to the Last Frontier. 
 
In Alaska, there is an unreached people we love to reach. The group of 
people we can have the greatest impact on for Christ is the 
children.  The past seven summers, AFLC Home Missions has had the 
privilege of bringing the good news about Jesus to children in the 
remote villages of Bristol Bay, Alaska. 
 
A Vacation Bible School team, usually made up of four young adults, 
travels to Alaska and camps out in each of nine villages, one week at a 
time.  For some of these kids, this week of Vacation Bible School is 
pretty much the only formal Bible teaching they experience all year.  In 
many cases there aren’t pastors who serve their village on a regular 
basis.  Our VBS teachers love those village children.  They get involved in 
the lives of the kids, spending most of each day with them. They reach 
them in class, shooting baskets, playing tag. One former team member 
said that kids really open up on the back of a four-wheeler.  
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Telling children about Jesus is 
important work.  A survey by 
the International Bible Society 
indicated that 83% of all 
Christians make their 
commitment to Jesus between 
the ages of 4 and 14, that is, 
when they are children or early 
youth. When a young boy or 
girl responds to the good news 
about Jesus, not only are they 
saved eternally, but they also 
become fellow missionaries.  A 
spiritual seed planted in the life 
of a child may be a seed that 
God causes to grow and a 
revival in a whole village up 
north.  
 
Admittedly, it’s expensive 
work.  With stipends, airfare, 
and living expenses, it costs about $18,000 to send a VBS team of four to 
Bristol Bay for the summer. That’s a lot of money.  But what is the soul 
of a child worth?  And if we break it down, it would only take six 
congregations or individuals who could come up with $3,000 to help us 
reach more than 200 children.  I’ve talked to one mission supporter who 
is willing to match the first two $3,000.00 checks that arrive in the Home 
Missions office.  Investment in the life of a child pays big dividends. 
 
Thank you in advance for your partnership in bringing the Good News to 
children. Help us pray, send, and go to reach the children up north with 
the Gospel. 
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