
 

Scheduling ideas: 

Minimized Time Slots: For starters, we can

minimize gathering times to two hours and

offer morning and afternoon sessions. That we

can bring a reduced learning program for

smaller groups of children at different times of

the day.

Staggered Scheduling: Some churches may

want to try staggered start times, with a 9-

11AM slot for 12-20 children (K-Grade 2) and a

1-3PM session for 20 children (Grades 3-6). If

needed, we can even hold an evening session

from 6-8PM to keep numbers low. If children’s

numbers are low, the Barnabas team could

even offer middle school or high school Bible

studies and campfires at night, from 6-8PM. 

Snacks can be provided by parents. Snack time is

an almost iconic part of VBS, but it’s not central to

our mission. We don’t need to provide food. But

churches could ask parents to send snack bags

prepared at home for a 10-minute snack-time during

discussion slots or even at the end. Just like

coaches and Team Moms ask of families on youth

sports teams, we can require families to “pack a

snack, a light lunch, a water bottle or a juice box” for

your own children.

A team of five. Having five team members will help

us keep classes small – to four or five students in a

class. Barnabas could employ the same number to

keep children separated and reduce crowding.

 

3. AT-HOME VBS 

You are not able to meet in groups.

 

This could be a possibility of your church isn’t able to

gather at all. We would prefer you consider the other

options above. 

 

Use this resource to have a successful at-home VBS

(Regular Baptist Press):

https://regularbaptistpress.org/2020/05/01/charting-a-

course-for-vbs-2020/

 

4. OTHER INNOVATIVE IDEAS

E F F E C T I V E

S U M M E R

M I N I S T R Y  
Here is a list of alternative ways for
VBS 2020 during the COVID-19
pandemic: 

Location: grassy area new the church, public parks,

backyards of church members

1. REGULAR VBS
You are able to safely meet at where you normally have
your VBS.
 

2. BACKYARD NEIGHBORHOOD VBS
You are able to meet in small groups and be outside.
 

There are some creative ways a backyard VBS could

look like:

 

https://regularbaptistpress.org/2020/05/01/charting-a-course-for-vbs-2020/

