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They weren’t as interested in
games and lessons as much as
they were interested in spending time with us. I would be
surrounded by at least seven
little girls at one time at every
part of the VBS hours, and it
broke my heart to leave them
all. Tyler and Eli would regularly return at 1 or 2 in the morning, when the sun was barely
setting, and they would shake
their heads covered in sweat
and tell us about the coolest
basketball moves the kids
made. One evening we tried
out Teen Night, announcing it
over the radio. When no one
came, we tried a second, he
texted his friends and that
night we had 19 kids. We
shared the Gospel, and it was a
truly powerful evening. To be
fair, it was a powerful week.
The third week, we
jumped into the truck that took
us to the “B&B” in Koliganek
and dove into the small house,
narrowly escaping the hoards
of mosquitoes. It was a nice
little house, and we all agreed
that it would be our resting
place. A ten minute walk away
was the tidy little church, and it
wasn’t long after our arrival
that children knew and flooded
in. We had 22 kids that week.
These kids were full of energy,
and between songs, crafts and
games, there was no end of
giggles and fun. But we were
exhausted, and the mosquitoes
were rampant, and the children were on their own agenda. It was one of the hardest
weeks for us as a team, because through all of those
things, we failed to communicate well. It was a valuable
week, all things considered.
One day, I walked a girl to
where I thought she said was
her home, but she only wanted
to come to where we were

staying, and her home was all
the way back where the church
was. She and I connected well
that day. The four of us one
day walked to the river where
a dozen kids were swimming in
iceberg-fed water. Tyler
jumped in, and got sick the
next day. The kids thought he
was just the best. Week four,
we landed in Igiugig, where
there was no church, but there
was a school and a beach, and
those two were the playing
fields. We taught the 15 kids
there about Jesus in the school,
and showed them His love at
the beach. They threw Eli and
me a second wedding, they
drove us around on crazy fourwheeling escapades, the boys
joined them tubing, and we
prayed a lot. These kids were
especially the most curious
about God, and we saw many
lightbulb moments.
Week five, Heather
and Tyler worked hard in Naknek and South Naknek alongside a couple other helping
hands from the KAKN Radio
Station and the church, while
Eli and I departed for FLY in
Colorado. FLY was incredible,
and apparently so was VBS that
week. They met so many kids,
and I just can’t say it enough:
they told them about Jesus.
The overwhelming factor for
me the whole summer was the
joy that comes from sharing
the Gospel in a way that kids
can understand dozens of
times each week. It is an experience that should never end.
Week six, we were in
Egegik with Paul and Nattie
Boskofsky, and got to know 14
kids. Nattie, a nurse, and an
absolute God-send, took care
of our sweet Heather. That was
the week that Heather was ill
and flown to Anchorage. We
had an extra helper, Elsa, and
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got to know her very well
through VBS and a fun game
night at the Fishermen’s Hall.
God’s hand was visible that
week in so many ways, and I
am in awe of His perfect timing
and unending faithfulness. Paul
and Nattie were the most gracious of hosts, and our only
VBS week hosts throughout
that summer, and they showed
us the love of Jesus in a way
that we had thirsted for.
Week seven,
Kokhanok’s children had all
moved for the fishing season,
so we took this week to
breathe and help out around
the KAKN radio station and
experience Naknek. We got to
know the volunteers for the
Net coffee shop, and if you are
reading this now, please consider volunteering at the Net. It
is the experience you will never
forget; it is just the most incredible opportunity.
Week eight, we flew
in and out of Levelok every
day, and we were told it would
be spiritually dark, so we prepared for it. We prayed and
prayed. That village certainly
did not have a whole lot Jesus
yet, but we felt
confident, and
were bound to
make this last
week the best VBS
week of the summer. We had 15
kids, all of them as
different from each
other as they could
be, but all open to
hearing about the
Lord. The first day,
there was an adorable puppy that
distracted everyone, and it tore my
heart to pieces to
send him away.
The boys connect-

ed so well with the young men,
and I had a fabulous time with
the girls. Through the strength
and power of Jesus, that last
week was certainly the grand
finale.
I want you to know,
however, that we saw no children commit their lives to the
Lord this summer. The word
“saw” is important here. We
know that while we did not
visibly see the moment that
their lives changed for eternity,
we did plant the seeds. We
know that despite our shortcomings the Lord was clearly at
work. We know that He is in
control, and this puts our
hearts at rest, knowing that
what happened in Alaska this
summer was valuable, and the
Lord does great things. For all
those who were our prayer
warriors this summer, we
thank you from the bottom of
our hearts, because we could
feel and see what came of
them. Our warriors from near
and from afar made a difference in Alaska this summer,
and we could not be more
grateful.
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All too often my reaction is to
worry and stew about the situation and try to figure out how I
Sometime in mid-July I can handle it. This time, howreceived a call from Jeremy up ever, by God’s grace I was able
in Alaska telling me that the
to say, “Lord, this isn’t a sursewer system that services the prise to you. You knew this was
radio station (including the
going to happen. And you
apartments where the Crowknow what we need to do to
ell’s and the Lee’s live) and the get it fixed. Please show us
garage apartments had failed.
what you want us to do.”
The pump had quit working and The guys in Alaska were able to
the tank was collapsing. Since cobble the system back togeththis was the busy season in
er but we weren’t sure how
Naknek with volunteers for The long it would last. We sure
Net and the Vacation Bible
didn’t want to take a chance on
School team staying there, 15
trying to make it through the
people were without sewer
Winter with a patched-up sysservices. This was an emergen- tem.
cy situation and it’s not easy to
I called Roger Timm
get things fixed quickly in a re- from our AFLC church in Wilmote village in Alaska.
son, WI. Roger is experienced
How do you react
with septic systems and has
when you receive bad news?
used his backhoe and heavy
equipment experience to help
with several
AFLC projects.
When I talked to
Roger (I had left
a message for
him the evening
before), I asked
if he would be
able to go to
Alaska yet this
Fall. He said,
“Yes, and I just
got off the
phone with Jim
Keller and he’s
ready to go too.”
Jim is from our
AFLC church in
Webster, SD and

is experienced in plumbing.
GOD’S PERFECT TIMING |
We talked about the
PAGE 1
system we should put in and
what material would be needSHOWING JESUS | PAGE 2
ed. Roger and Jim set out to
put that all together. One
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING
problem we had was that any
FOR? | PAGE 2
material that would have to be
ACTUALLY GO | PAGE 3
barged up from the lower 48
had to be at the dock in Seattle
SHOWING JESUS, CONT’D |
by July 30. That gave us about
one week which seemed impos- PAGE 4
sible to accomplish. The next
barge to Naknek (and the last
one for this year) had a deadline of September 3 which
wouldn’t arrive in Naknek until
Check out our website to donate
late September. We didn’t
online or find more information
want to wait that long in case
on the Alaska Mission.
of an early Winter.
We watched God miraculously work out all of the
Loren Tungseth
following arrangements in perCoordinator of the AFLC
fect timing:
Alaska Mission
 The Alaska team was able
218.205.6987
to do a temporary fix on
loren.tungseth@gmail.com
the current system.
 Roger, Jim and Paul
Chritenson, a retired electrical contractor from our
AFLC Home Missions
church in Fergus Falls were
available to go the last
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd
week of August.
Plymouth, MN 55441
 We found plane tickets for
homemis@aflc.org
$858.00, which were $300- www.aflchomemissions.org
$400 less than the usual
price.
 The needed materials were
located in Anchorage at a
price very close to the
same as in the lower 48.
This gave us an additional
10 days to get it to a barge.
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By: Elizabeth Neufeld
Mesa, AZ
The summer goes by
at a strangely rapid pace when
one is focused on a mission.
That mission this summer was
showing Jesus to kids in remote
Alaska villages. It started with
Ekwok at the beginning of June.
It surprised us how little they
had access to things beyond
their small village, and how
small their church was. And as
the kids timidly stepped over
the threshold on the first day of
VBS, I wasn’t sure if my heart
could hold the big emotions I
was facing from their cautiously
curious expressions. Did they
want to be here? Would they
come back? They did come
back, and they loved it there.
The tiny chapel was filled with

By: Jo Scheel
Fergus Falls, MN
My third adventure to Naknek, Alaska felt more like a family reunion than a mission trip. It
was great to reconnect with the

16 kids that week, and slowly,
slowly their young, fragile
hearts began to trust us. We
spent time with some of them
outside of VBS at the park,
where we heard a four-year-old
say “we need to be here because we need to be away from
dad for a while”. She and her
shy little brother were there
every day. We stayed for a
while and showed them love
that could only come from
Jesus and hoped that they
would remember that that
kind of love is real.
The second week of
June, we arrived in Manokotak, where about a dozen kids
from housing piled into the
church van with us to join 30
or so others at the church. At
10:30 in the morning little
voices outside our door inquired about whether we

Swanson’s, Crowell’s, Lee’s and
Bobbie Overgaard who live and
work there. It was great to witness first-hand their servant
hearts and quick responses to
needs that arise. The “locals”
who attend Hilltop Christian

were awake to let them inside.
We let them in and fed them.
By the end of the week we had
a few kids joining them. It was
hard for me at first, with the
realization that we’d only
packed so much for the week to
feed just the team, but the food

Fellowship have become like
extended family. Seeing, visiting
and worshiping with them was
awesome. Plus, they serve a
mean potluck!!
It’s always interesting
to meet the team members
you’ll be serving with, and this
year was no exception. God
does a great job of assembling
people with just the right gifts
to accomplish His purposes (like
plumbers, painters, carpenters,
bakers of bread AND lefse,
those who can speak a foreign
language—or two—or three, or
give a word of encouragement
or lend a listening ear when
needed — you KNOW who you
are!!!). You will make “friends
for life” while you’re in Naknek,
guaranteed!!
But meeting all the
people from around the globe
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turned out to be plentiful, and
they were grateful. We went
hiking once with the two original kids who’d shared lunch
with us, and the next day we
brought 20 more up the mountain.
Continued on Page 4

who walk through the doors of
The Net has to be one of my
favorite things about working
there. They are too precious for
words!! Most stop in to enjoy
our freshly baked cookies (or
famous failed brownies served
in a cup and dubbed “Chocolate
Delight”), a little conversation
and to use the Internet. We, in
turn, have the opportunity to
show the love of Jesus to them,
offer Bibles, blankets and clothing, and get to know them on a
more personal level. Recognizing visitors from years past and
establishing new friendships is a
highlight of the trip. Don’t miss
the chance to proclaim Jesus to
the world in Naknek, Alaska!! It
will change your perspective,
capture your heart, and call you
back!! What are you waiting
for?!?

By: Tom DeBrito
Fergus Falls, MN
I would love to share
some of my memories and experiences as a member of a
mission team serving in Naknek, Alaska but first I would like
to share a little bit about myself.
This was my first mission trip that I have had the
pleasure to serve on. Since returning home I keep asking
myself why I never volunteered
to be a part of a mission team
before. For years I have been
invited from members of my
home church to join their team
that serves in Naknek. With a
lot of self-examination and being totally honest with myself I
came to the conclusion that it
was a lot easier for me to send
some money to Home Missions
for some financial support in
Naknek than to go there and
actually be a part of something
greater than myself. For years
members of our church have
been going to Naknek to either
help with general maintenance,
help with the radio ministry or
to serve at The Net which is
truly a wonderful place where
workers from around the world
can go and feel welcome and
safe.
This year was very
different for me. God really

laid it on my heart to actually
go and be a part of the team
and I am truly thankful and
ever grateful that he did. I also
need to thank all the members
in our church who have gone
and served before me and have
come back and shared their
experiences with our congregation. A special thank you to
Loren and Sharon Tungseth
who have for years been asking
me to join them on their mission trips and for their help in
arranging my itinerary and other travel arrangements.
Once I arrived in Naknek and settled in at my living
quarters, it was very obvious
that I made the right decision
to be a part of this ministry. Everyone was very welcoming and hospitable. I was
introduced to an unbelievable
group of people who truly love
the Lord and are committed to
bringing the good news of our
Savior to everyone. I met Pastor Jeff, Pastor Jeremy, Pastor
Bob and their families along
with Bobbie Overgaard and
members of the VBS team and
other volunteers.
The ministry in Naknek
is run like a well-oiled machine. I have never witnessed
anything quite like it. Each pastor has their specific expertise
in certain areas of this ministry
along with their family mem-
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The material arrived in Naknek on
August 26, the day before we were
scheduled to arrive and were unloaded and ready to be picked up the day
we arrived.
A backhoe was available.

bers. Bobbie is the
volunteer
coordinator for The
Net who
arranges
everything
including
our work
shift
schedules. My specific job was
to work at The Net and meet
the cannery workers who come
from around the world to work
for maybe 10 weeks. I also
made cookies and cupcakes.
My wife still has a hard time
believing that I baked anything.
The Net is so well organized that it is truly inspiring. When clients come into
The Net they first find a warm
and welcoming greeting. They
also find an assortment of beverages, cookies and cupcakes. Free wifi is also provided
so they can communicate with
their loved ones back home.
Clothing and blankets that have
been donated are also provided. Ladies, the quilts and blankets that you provide are in
high demand and so much appreciated. Christian literature
and Bibles are available for free
and I believe they come in fourteen different languages. Sharing of the word and meeting
these wonderful people are




The weather was perfect.
We were able to do the project for
about half of what it would have cost
to have a local contractor do it and
God’s people have been generous in
helping to cover the cost
Thank you so much to all of you
who joined in prayer for this project and
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paramount.
I became very close to
a number of clients that I met
during my ten day stay. I witnessed some truly wonderful
displays of human kindness
along with spiritual awakening. I also witnessed some very
troubled souls who are in desperate need of prayer and spiritual and human intervention. God has provided a great
team of his servants to serve
his purposes in Naknek, Alaska.
Before I arrived in Naknek I prayed to God that I could
be an instrument in his plan
and be a blessing to the people
in this ministry and to the workers in Naknek. After being in
Naknek for 10 days and arriving
home I realized that I was the
one that was truly blessed all
along.
Thank you to everyone
for allowing me to be a part of
this wonderful ministry. My
only regret is that I did not do
this earlier.

who provided funding to make it happen.
Isn’t it exciting to see God work? It continues to amaze us when we see God work
out situations in our everyday life as we
turn them over to him. But it shouldn’t.
“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct your paths.” –
Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV

