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Us!
Heather with Vacation Bible School students this summer

By: Heather Hansen
Serving on the Alaskan Vacation Bible School team the last
three years has allowed me to
see many changes. I’ve seen
the kids change into youth.
I’ve watched kids go from
being very shy to being outgoing. I’ve seen God change a lot
of little lives in many ways.
I think of a boy who during
my first summer on the VBS
team threw a fish at me and
my teammate Amelia. He
also came up with clever
names for us as a team that
consisted of shorty, skinny,
weakly, and strongly. Despite

his behavior at VBS that year,
we were told that he would
be singing the songs at home.
This last summer as he was
going into 8th grade he would
still come to VBS. This year he
had a job but he came even
though he had to work that
day. He and his friends would
work for the village and then
hurry to come to VBS for the
last 30 minutes. They came
and participated, even singing
songs, doing crafts, and
playing games. On that last
day of VBS, he even gave me a
handshake goodbye. What an
amazing change from the kid
who threw a fish at me and
called me shorty.

The second change that
comes to mind involves a
whole village. At one of the
villages this summer we had a
rough group of kids. On that
first day, they were shoving
each other and “pushing the
buttons” of the other kids.
As the week progressed, we
noticed a dramatic change in
the children. They began to
use their manners, they had
more patience, and they
weren’t climbing on
everything in sight. They still
didn’t do everything we asked
but they did begin to listen
and respect each other.
(Cont on page 2)
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Contact AFLC Home Missions
or check out our website to
donate online or find more
information on the Alaska
Mission.
AFLC Home Missions
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd
Minneapolis, MN 55441
(763) 412-2018
homemis@aflc.org
www.aflchomemissions.org

THE NET AND MEL
By: Mary Meyers
My experiences were varied
and involved learning about a
new culture in what seemed
like a foreign country (at least
foreign to me). Coming from
Midwest suburbia, seeing the

snowcapped mountains and
lush tundra added to that feeling. What I came to learn was
that God has drawn a lot of
special people to this ‘foreign
country’ who have given much
of themselves to show people
who Christ is.

One of those people who
touched my heart was a local
named Mel who came to The
Net every day to ‘look out for
the ladies baking’ and interact
with the visitors. He said, “the
Great Commission is being
lived out here in Naknek, but
we are not going out to the
whole world, they are coming
to us”. Mel always had a word
of hope for the people who
came through the door. Many
of our visitors came a long
way for work because there
was no hope in their country.
Mel lived his faith out loud
and shared the love of Jesus
with them.
Upon arriving home, I came to
understand that during my trip

Mel (left) enjoys a cup of cofee with Gary, another local visitor to The Net

Mary cuts up brownies to share with
visitors at The Net

to Naknek I gained more than
I gave. This is probably true of
many who venture far from
home to serve and live out
their faith. God changed me.

SMALL CHANGES, BIG IMPACT
(Cont from page 1)
The first year we were in this
village there was a strong
spirit of fear. This year, we
experienced such a strong
spirit of negativity. Yet during
each year, we knew that God
was with us.
The third change is in a little
girl. The first year she came
to VBS she was only three
years old. She came the first
day of VBS and was so shy
that she hid behind her friend
most of the time. We didn’t
see her the rest of the week
until Thursday night. We were
hanging out at the church
listening to music, playing
games and painting nails. She
wandered over to us and got
her nails painted. She came on
Friday and showed her nails to
me right away yet I don’t recall
her even talking to us. This

year she came every day and
would talk to us. I have a fond
memory of playing with her
and some other littles in the
street at 9 p.m. I was chasing
them because they wanted

me to catch them. They were
chasing me because they
found out that I am ticklish. I
was told that before we came
to teach VBS that the kids
would not be found out in

Students share what they learned during the Friday VBS program
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the street playing together –
another change.
As I considered this topic of
change, a lot of these changes
seem so small at first. However, these kids live in places
where the suicide rate is three
times the national average.
Here they watch adults whose
problems are fixed with drugs
instead of Jesus. They live in
a world where the enemy has
made his presence known. Yet
God is at work. I am blessed to
watch these kids grow in their
confidence of who God has
made them to be, to see them
fight that spirit of negativity
and be positive and begin
to respect each other. I am
blessed to watch my relationships with these children grow
and deepen into friendships.
These changes are worth so
much to me!

IMPROVEMENTS THRU SERVING
By: Loren Tungseth
On August 17, 2018, six of us
headed up to Naknek, to work
on a project to improve the
winterization of the garage
apartment. This trip, I was
privileged to take along my
son Ryan and my grandson
Milton, together with Ron
Jorgenson, Lidgerwood, ND,
Dalton Ziesler, Beulah, ND and
Harold Pedersen of Fargo. Our
project involved removing the
vertical steel siding from the
garage, sheeting it up with
plywood and wrapping it in
Tyvek and then putting the
steel siding back on.
It had been a rainy summer
in Naknek and the weather
report didn’t look any better
for the week that we were
going to be there. All of this
work needed to be done
outside and we had to get it
completed, rain or shine. We

arrived on Saturday and on
Sunday we asked the congregation at Hilltop to pray for
good weather so we could
finish the project in the time
that we had allotted. Monday
morning started out a little
misty but we donned our rain
gear and got to work. By noon
the weather had cleared. God
had answered our prayers!
We were on a roll with our
project and decided to keep
going and worked until about
10:30 that night. (Even in
August it stays light pretty
late in Alaska.) The next night
we worked late as well and
by Wednesday noon, we had
completed the project that
we had expected would take
all week.
This allowed us to do some
other projects around the radio station that needed doing.
It has been a blessing for me
to lead several work teams to

A F T ER
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Naknek and see God using the
various gifts of those He calls
to go up there.

There will be other work
projects in the future and we
will need people to use their
talents to complete them. If
you would like to be a part
of those projects, please
contact me or the AFLC Home
Missions office. Work projects
have an important part in the
ministry up in Bristol Bay. Not
only is it essential to take care
of the property, but giving
time and resources is such an
encouragement to those who
already serve as well as the
local believers.
“There are different kinds of
service, but the same Lord.
There are different kinds of
working, but in all of them
and in everyone it is the same
God at work. – I Corinthians
12:5-6

Work team volunteers improve the winterization of the garage apartments
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CHANGES AT THE NET
By: Bobbie Overgaard

It was another busy summer
at The Net! This summer was
especially fun since we had
significant improvements to
the building we use. I knew
there was work in progress before I arrived at The Net, but

Visitors marking their home on the
map

I never could have imagined
how wonderful it would be!
The very best change was
a new open area between
our serving counter and the
kitchen which allowed us to

year our visitors came from 45
different states and 40 different countries. Naknek is just a
tiny little dot on the map, but
this ministry reaches from sea
to sea and from the Naknek
River to the ends of the earth!
New windows

immediately greet our visitors,
make eye contact, and strike
up a conversation even when
we were busy baking cookies
in the kitchen. It was wonderful! We also were blessed
with three new windows that
improved the lighting and
ventilation. All of the kitchen
cupboards were painted and
this definitely brightened up
the kitchen. The exterior of
the building was painted and
we even got a new picnic table
and a bench for additional
seating outside.
All of these changes were in
preparation for our visitors
who continue to pour in from
all parts of the world. This

Again this year, I was blessed
by our volunteers that come
to staff The Net and keep
things running! We had 19 volunteers (our largest number
so far) that served during June
and July. How about you... will
you join the team next year?
I also want to give a shout
out to everyone that sent
supplies for The Net. We had
everything we needed for
our baking and I think this
was the first year that we
didn’t run out of something.
We had plenty of Bibles, New
Testaments, etc. to give to our
visitors. Thank you to everyone for your generosity!

VBS TEAM
FLYING
STATS:
• 6 TEAM MEMBERS FLOWN
• 47 FLIGHTS
• 20 HOURS OF FLIGHT TIME
• APPROXIMATELY 2,500
MILES COVERED
• 340 GALLONS OF AVGAS
USED
VILLIGAES IMPACTED:
MANOKOTAK
EGEGIK
KOLIGANEK
IGIUGIG
EKWOK
LEVELOCK
SOUTH NAKNEK
NAKNEK
--

OVER 200 KIDS
EXPOSED TO THE
GOSPEL!!!

ONLY THE LORD KNOWS
THE ETERNAL IMPACT OF
THESE MINISTRIES THIS
PAST SUMMER. WE ARE
REMINDED THAT GOD USES
THESE OPPORTUNITIES
THAT HE GIVES US IN
ISAIAH 55:11 WHICH SAYS,
“SO SHALL MY WORD BE
THAT GOES FORTH FROM
MY MOUTH; IT SHALL
NOT RETURN VOID, BUT
WILL ACCOMPLISH WHAT
I PLEASE, AND IT SHALL
PROSPER IN THE THING FOR
WHICH I SEND IT.” (NKJV)

Visitors walking up to the serving counter to grab some coffee and cookies
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