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A SUMMER WELL SPENT
By: Marli Arneson
Kyle Arneson and I got married in June of 2015. After
a year of marriage, we felt
called to go on a missions
trip together. We looked into
several overseas missions
opportunities but nothing
was really working out. One
day, Kyle’s bother, Brady,
told us the Home Missions
Department was looking for a
married couple to go to Alaska
for the summer to teach VBS!
It seemed like a perfect fit.
Not only did God clearly
provide the opportunity, He
also provided the will and the

means. Meeting new people
is hard for me, and I love
spending my summer days
relaxing and having time to
myself, but God gave me so
much confidence and peace in
the decision to spend almost
three months in Alaska. When
I asked my workplace for a
leave of absence, they told
me they would discuss it and
get back to me. I remember
telling my friends in our Bible
study about the peace I had,
and how I felt like that peace
meant I would be able to keep
my job. To my surprise, my
workplace told me they would
not be able to hold my posi-
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tion for three months, and to
my even greater surprise, I
still had that peace!
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SUPPORT ABOUNDS
By: Lacey Crowell
By the time you are reading
this, our summer here in Naknek will be well underway!
But what does summer look
like before all the fishermen
and cannery workers come
back? Or before the sports
fishermen and Alaskan adventurers get off the plane with
all their outdoor gear?
For our town, the stores are
open longer for their “summer hours”, the local K-12
school ended for the summer
mid-May, and the salmon
fishermen who live here are
getting their nets and boats
ready. The “summer locals”
hop on the airlines, or maybe
their personal airplane, to
head out of here for a few
months. Some even have
their own place and vehicles
waiting for them. For the

“non-locals”, as the permanent residents call them,
they come from all over the
country and even the world
to work in the many canneries
in our small town of approxi-

Mark Nelson from Solid Rock Church
in Anoka, MN graciously worked on
numerous construction projects at
The Net

mately 800 people. No one really knows how many people
live here during the month of

June and July; anywhere from
3,000-10,000 is the numbers
that have been thrown out.
How about for us? What do
April and May look like? For
our ministry families, there’s
lots of preparation for our
wonderful guests who will
arrive. Just when we think the
winter may never end, spring
seems to happen overnight.
We’re finally seeing the birds
in the yard; the bears are the
topic of conversation by the
locals. Just this week the trees
started to bud, and the sun
is definitely feeling warmer
these days!
The Net has had some recent
activity with morning coffee
for the locals. A Minnesota
carpenter offered his time and
talent with awesome changes
inside! Jeremy has been busy
at the hangar getting the air-

planes ready to be used this
summer. This is our busiest
time of flying where we log
from May-August. We were
very thankful for Kevin and
Margie Lee who were here in
May helping out with all sorts

Jeremy Crowell and Kevin Lee work
on airplanes

of things! Kevin was at the
hangar every day with Jeremy.
Margie offered her time helping me with many organizing
and cleaning projects.
Cont. pg 4

LEGACY OF SERVING
By: Pastor Paul Nash
The Alaska VBS training time
was kicked off with an Alumni
BBQ of all of our previous
team members. The day was
perfect and the grill was hot.

The fellowship was laced with
laughter and many tears.
What did all these former
team members have in common?
They had served with the AlasAlumni gather to share testimonies
from their time doing VBS in Alaska

Alumni and spouses that gathered at the 2017 Alaska VBS Reunion

ka Mission sharing Jesus in the
villages of rural Alaska. For
each one the experience was
different, but the impact is still
bearing fruit. John and Hannah
are heading to Brazil to be
missionaries, Anja has served
in India, Esther’s husband is
in seminary. Stephanie is now
working as a Parish Building
recruiter in the Home Missions
office. The list goes on and
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on. The common thread is a
passion for Jesus and making
Him known. Not all the alumni
were able to attend. Kyle and
MarIi are serving in Hawaii at
the Waikiki Beach Gathering
and others were also busy
with ministry. We are grateful
for these committed servants
who still serve the Lord.

Heather, Katrina, and Amelia at this
years VBS reunion

THE HEART OF A VOLUNTEER
By: Bobbie Overgaard
Why do people volunteer? I
suppose I could fill up this
page with any number of
reasons. Perhaps it is because
they want to give back to
their community or to make a
difference in another person’s
life. It could also be to learn a
new skill and enhance your resume. I can honestly tell you,
for me, it wasn’t to enhance
my resume……after all, I’m RETIRED! For me, in very simple
terms, it was to be a servant.
I felt God calling me to do
something. It only seemed
right that since I’m retired,
that I put my time to good
use. As my mother would say,
“time’s a wasting!”

Volunteer, Jackie, visits with visitors
at The Net

1. WHO WAS A “STEAM
QUEEN”?

2. WHO WAS IN A MID-AIR
COLLISION AS A TEENAGER?

3. WHO WORKED WITH THE
JESUS FILM PROJECT?

Bobbie (right) is pictured with visitors and fellow volunteer, Jared Langness
(left) at The Net. Did you know this her fifth summer serving in Naknek?!

There are many verses in the
Bible that speak to this idea of
being a volunteer or a servant.
I especially love 1 Peter 4:10,
which tells us, “As each has
received a gift, use it to serve
one another, as good stewards
of God’s varied grace.” When
I think of the gifts given to me,
the words that come to mind
are servanthood, hospitality,
administration, and management. So is it any wonder that
I wound up managing a little
coffee house ministry called
The Net, in Naknek, Alaska?

This year we have many others
that were called to serve, and
I am so proud of the team that
we have assembled. Some
have served at The Net before,
and some are new this year.
They come from 9 different
states, some are young and
some have more life experience, some are married and
some are single, and they have
all kinds of gifts and talents to
give and to share!
Cont. on pg 4

A SUMMER WELL SPENT CONT.
Cont. from pg 1
God gave me the faith to trust
Him even when things didn’t
go the way that I thought they
should.
God’s work is evident in the
Bristol Bay area of Alaska.
2016 was the fourth year that
Home Missions sent a VBS
team to the villages and the
people who were previously
suspicious and closed off now
accepted the team with love
and excitement. The kids were
so excited when our team

Who’s WHO
in Alaska?

Lesson time during VBS in Ekwok

would arrive. The ministry
continues to grow and reach
out to other villages! It was
such a blessing to share Jesus
with these kids and to see God
work in their lives. I learned
not to be discouraged when

it seemed like we weren’t
making a difference. The Holy
Spirit is the one that changes
people’s hearts and He just
calls us to faithfully share His
Word! I learned to recognize
the power of prayer, and I’m
so grateful to everyone who
prayed for us. Even though I
haven’t been back to teach
VBS, I’m so grateful for the
opportunity to continue to be
a part of the ministry as I pray
for the new teams that are
sent to go and make disciples
of all the nations.
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4. WHO WALKED INTO AN
AIRPLANE WING AND HAD
TO BE SEWN UP?

5. WHO IS PRESENTLY
BUILDING A LOG CABIN?

6. WHO GREW UP IN
BANGLADESH?

7. WHO WAS A MATA GIRL?

8. WHO LIVES NEAR A
“FORT”?

9. WHO WORKED FOR CHICK
FIL A?

10. WHO PLAYS IN AN
ADULT SOFTBALL LEAGUE?

11. WHAT WIFE HAD A
HUSBAND WHO SHOT
A BEAR THROUGH HER
KITCHEN WINDOW?

12. WHO MARRIED A SHY,
BASHFUL GIRL FROM MN?

OPTIONS: JEFF & JANE
SWANSON, BOB &
MARGARET LEE, JEREMY &
LACEY CROWELL, TWILA
& RANDY KJOS, JOHN
MARKWELL, HEATHER
HANSEN, BOBBIE
OVERGAARD, AND KATRINA
NIELSEN

THE HEART OF A VOLUNTEER CONT.
Debbie
Anderson

Clayann
Almquist
Mary
Meyers

Caeley
Larson

Bob
Davidson
Alice
Spidahl

Jackie
Ramsrud
Sean
Hoskins

The first group of volunteers serving at The Net this summer

Cont. from pg 3
We have an awesome mix of
God’s people! Won’t you keep
all of us in your prayers this
summer?
Our first batch of servants are:
Jackie Ramsrud (ND), Mary

Meyers (MN), Debbie Anderson (IL), Caeley Larson (IL),
Clayann Almquist (ND), Alice
Spidahl (MN) and Sean Hoskins
(ID) and I, of course, will be
there for the entire summer,
so that adds California to the
list. I’ll introduce you to the

others in future KneeMails.
We go to serve, to just love on
all of our visitors, to bake (and
eat) lots of cookies, to hand
out Bibles, to pray, and to just
have a sweet time doing the
Lord’s work!

“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one
another: just as I have loved
you, you also are to love one
another. By this, all people will
know that you are my disciples
if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

SUPPORT ABOUNDS CONT.
Cont. from pg 2
I’ve spent most of the last
several weeks sorting through
boxes, placing food orders and
online shopping orders. We
have been cleaning the guest
rooms for our many people
who lovingly offer their time
doing VBS or serving at The
Net. This year we had food
and supplies coming from
more than just our usual places. In the past, the majority of
the items we needed for the
summer was either ordered
online or bought and shipped
from Anchorage. This spring
we were offered a wonderful
blessing of a free “room” on a
large boat coming here for the
season from Seattle. A quick
email, a few phone calls and
a busy day of shopping done

by Atonement Free Lutheran
in Arlington, WA allowed the
non-perishable and frozen

items to be delivered to the
boat and sent on their way.
Hundreds of dollars were

saved! In addition to this,
we received a crate of food
and clothing from Bethany
Lutheran in Astoria, OR and
have other items coming on
the food barge and in the mail.
Also, a family who is moving
blessed us with boxes and
boxes of donated food for
however we can use them.
Just this week we had our first
meals in the guest apartments
when the VBS team arrived,
so it’s starting to feel like summer! God provided abundantly
and beyond! Exciting things
are to come!

Pastor Jeff Swanson helps unload the barge in Naknek
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