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By: Lacey Wenning

My name is Lacey Wenning 
and I am a music teacher from 
South Dakota. This summer 
I had the privilege of serv-
ing two months in Naknek, 
Alaska. 

One day at The Net, I had 
a conversation with a local 
woman in town who said this 

about The Net, “The Lord 
calls us to go out and make 
disciples of all the nations, 
but here He is bringing all of 
the nations to us”. I thought 
that was a powerful way to 
describe our ministry at The 
Net. Through my days at The 
Net, there was one woman 
in particular with whom I 
developed a unique relation-
ship. She was from southern 
California, worked at one of 
the canneries but she spoke 
no English. One day with nei-
ther of us understanding each 
other, we spent three hours 
putting a puzzle together. Af-
ter that time, she would come 
and find me at The Net every 

day. She would speak to me 
as if we were old friends even 
though we understood little 
of what the other said. Those 
unexpected relationships built 
on our time together and our 
love for the Lord blessed my 
summer. 
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GATHERING THE NATIONS

Kids re-enacting the battle of Jericho

By: Judy Rehmer 

Looking up only occasionally 
to share a shy smile, Melkub 
sat quietly by himself, usually 
holding an NIV Bible from one 
of the bookcases around him 
as he visited The Net.  He read 
from an English translation, 
but he frequently stopped 
to look at his phone.  As he 
looked up, I sat down at the 
same table hoping for a chat.  
With a heavy accent he said 
that he was from Ethiopia 
and had come to the U.S. only 
recently. He was using his 

phone’s Bible app in his native 
language to both study God’s 
Word and improve his English.  
Language differences made 
our continued conversation 
a little challenging, but it 
became clear that Melkub felt 
reassured that we at The Net 
shared his confidence in Jesus 
as our Savior.

This year, my second to partic-
ipate in the Naknek ministry, 
was different than my first 
(local fisherman say every 
fishing season is different) 
because more visitors opened 

up to share their hopes, their 
questions, and their frustra-
tions. And this year, God’s 
faithfulness was even more 
evident at The Net each day. 

Cont. on page 3
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Outside of The Net

Various pins identify the homes of 
visitors around the world
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THE MAIN THING
By: Pastor Jeff Swanson

It was a busy Monday in June 
in Naknek. On Sunday, we 
had conducted three worship 
services which involved flying 
between the villages. Jeremy 
Crowell was now readying 
the plane again to fly the VBS 
team to one of the nine villag-
es where children would hear 
God’s Word this summer. After 
delivering the team, he would 
then be returning to Naknek 
to fly children to Tanalian Bible 
Camp. This week of fun and 
time in God’s Word is a rare 
and blessed opportunity for 
the bush village kids. At KAKN, 

the news, weather and updat-
ed fishing reports were put on 
the air early this morning by 
station manager, Bob Lee. Our 
volunteers were up and head-

ed to The Net by 7:30 to start 
the coffee, bake more goodies 
and welcome visitors. Yes, this 
is another busy summer day of 
ministry in Naknek.

At mid-morning, I received a 
call that someone at The Net 
who wanted to visit with a 
pastor. They had questions 
and issues to talk about. In the 
midst of all of the activity of 
this day, it was a joy to find a 
quiet place in a back room at 
The Net to pray with someone 
in need. The individual was 
from Puerto Rico and was 
searching for answers and 
help. This person was having 

difficulty with their job and 
with co-workers which left 
them lonely, discouraged, and 
home-sick.

What a privilege it was to have 

such an opportunity to open 
God’s Word and share the 
Good News of God’s love and 
His presence. We looked at 
Scriptures of new and eternal 
life that spoke so clearly and 
powerfully to this person’s 
situation. An invitation to trust 
Jesus and call out to Him led 
to a meaningful time of prayer. 
Praise God for open doors for 
the Gospel.

Not only was this a precious 
opportunity and time to share 
the Gospel but it was a good 
reminder of this: In the midst 
of much activity and busyness, 
keep the Main Thing the Main-
Thing in life and in ministry.

It’s been a good summer in 
Bristol Bay!

VBS TEAM 
Reflection

THIS SUMMER, PAUL 
& CARISSA EIKOM, 

HEATHER HANSEN & 
ALISHA KNEELAND FLEW 
TO NAKNEK FOR SEVEN 

WEEKS OF VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL. THEY 
RETURNED TO FIVE 

VILLAGES AND ADDED 
TWO NEW VILLAGES TO 
THEIR ITINERARY. THE 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
ATTENDING VBS TRIPLED 
THIS YEAR! EACH FRIDAY, 
THE CHILDREN INVITED 

THEIR FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS TO A PROGRAM. 

ALISHA SHARED THAT 
ON THE LAST DAY OF 
VBS IN EKWOK, THEY 

HAD TEN PARENTS 
AND GRANDPARENTS 

COME TO WATCH THEIR 
CHILDREN SHARE THE 
SONGS THEY LEARNED 
AND THE VERSES THEY 

MEMORIZED. THEY 
LOVED SEEING THEIR 

KIDS SINGING TO JESUS 
AND HAVING A BLAST. 

THE ADULTS EXPRESSED 
THEIR APPRECIATION 
AND GRATITUDE FOR 

THIS WEEK OF VBS 
FOR THEIR CHILDREN.            
WE REJOICE THAT SO 

MANY CHILDREN WERE 
ABLE TO HEAR THE GOOD 

NEWS THIS SUMMER.

cont. from page 1

Besides working at the Net, 
Lynae Strand, and I were asked 
to teach VBS in the Naknek 
and South Naknek churches. 
Vacation Bible School in South 
Naknek was vastly different 
from Naknek mostly due to 
the difference in the number 
of children in attendance. By 
day three, we only had two 

kids come to VBS in South 
Naknek due to the fishing sea-
son. However, those two kids 
brought us so much joy and 
taught us to be flexible. Our 
two VBS weeks were similar in 
that we had quite a few high 
schoolers come and partici-
pate! They came not just as 
helpers, but as willing partic-
ipants! It was such a blessing 

for us to see their desire to 
learn and grow in the Lord. 

GATHERING THE NATIONS  CONT. 

Lacey Wenning and Lynae Strand fly 
to South Naknek for VBS

Pastor Jeff preaching on Sunday

Visitors to church receive quilts that were donated to the Alaska Mission

VBS team in Manokotak

Lesson time with the kids in 
Koliganek
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During my first week the 
cannery workers came to 
The Net exhausted. They 
gratefully prayed with us for 
strength, persistence and, in 
some cases, healing. The pace 
slowed a bit the next week, 
and workers had a little more 
time to ask questions and 
share. One, a music leader in 
a church moving away from 
Jesus toward materialism, 
thanked God for insight and 
prayed for a new, God cen-

tered worship home. Another 
shared feelings of inadequacy 
as he approached marriage 
to a girl who expected him 

to earn his salvation. Pastor 
Jeff gave him the Good News 
that Jesus earned salvation for 
us! Still another felt guilty for 
abandoning God. We thanked 
God for always calling us back 
to Himself. Many looked for 
God’s direction in their lives. 
Some visited to rejoice with 
us that God had answered 
their prayers - for healing, for 
an enjoyable job, for carrying 
them through the season.   As 
this fishing  season ended, 
fishermen trickled in and were 
thankful for God’s provision of 

as many as 20,000 fish in one 
tide.

Yes, God was faithful and pres-
ent everywhere in Naknek, 
from conversations at The 
Net to magestic rainbows and 
gorgeous sunsets in the late 
evenings.  We sensed His pres-
ence in the Sundays gloriously 
filled with Sunday school, 
church, worship with friends in 
the villages, and evening Bible 
study.  This year was different, 
and what a blessing!

A DIFFERENT KIND OF SUMMER CONT.

By: Jan Raasch

I have read little snippets 
about The Net in the Knee 
Mail over the last two years 
but never knew exactly what 
it was all about. My curiosity 
was already piqued when Bob-
bie Overgaard wrote that she 
had a real need for volunteers 
in July. I quickly asked a few 
questions and before I knew it, 
I was planning a trip to Alaska! 
This process happened so 
quickly that I know this was a 
God ordained event. In looking 
back, I would have said it was 
not good timing, I would miss 
too many family events & 
miss too much work without 
pay. Not to mention the fact 
that I don’t travel alone! I had 
recently been part of a class 
that was doing street evange-
lism and thought this would be 
a great opportunity to put into 
practice what I had learned. 
So my focus and prayers were 
to sense God’s opportuni-
ties from the airport to The 
Net and home again with 
everything in between. God 
kept my thoughts more on the 
idea of what He might have for 

me to do rather than thinking 
on my fear of traveling alone, 
making connecting flights, 
costs or my lack of ability. I 
know this truly was His plan. 

The Net is a great ministry of 
showing God’s unconditional 
love to all. My first week was 
very busy as workers waited 
for the salmon run. This small 
building was beyond packed 
from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm! 

Pastor Jeff says, “The world 
comes to us” and this became 
abundantly clear as visitors 
would come in and “pin” their 
home place on the world map 
posted on the wall. Striking 
up a conversation was easy. 
(Did I mention that I am not a 
people person?) All are wel-
comed with a smile, offered 
free beverages and treats. I 
would usually add that the 

internet, prayers and hugs 
were free. It was surprising 
how many needed a hug from 
even a stranger and many also 
welcomed the offer of prayer. 
Opportunities to encour-
age fellow believers was a 
bonus that I didn’t have on my 
“expect to do” list (I was so 
focused on reaching lost souls 
that the thought of ministering 
to fellow believers didn’t make 
my radar!)

One opportunity that will for-
ever stick in my mind involved 
a young man who wasn’t sure 
if there was just one god or if 
God was real. I know God gave 
me words to say. He shared 
events from his past where he 
had called out to God in his 
hurt and had not sensed any 
answers. As the conversation 
got heavy, another volunteer, 
Jo Scheel, and I would tag 
team when words would fail. 
We both wanted so badly for 
him to get “it”. I trust God will 
continue to send believers into 
the path of this young man 
and I am thankful to be a link 
in his search. 

I was so encouraged to watch 
Pastor Jeff interact with those 
at The Net. He would pop in 
for our devotion time in the 
morning and often stop in a 
second time. Then he and his 
wife, Jane, would work the last 
2 hours and close up many 
days. His visit would start by 
visiting with individuals and at 
some point he would ask if he 
could share. All would quiet 
down as he would share a 
thought, a verse and a prayer. 
I never saw him get ruffled, 
frustrated or negative as he 
dealt with the many needs 
of people. Serving with a 
servant’s heart is the status 
quo up in Naknek and it was 
a privilege to be a part of this 
for a couple weeks. The moral 
of this story is that if I can do 
this, you can too!

WHEN THE WORLD COMES TO US

Jan talks with two ladies visiting 
The Net

Judy shares fellowship with visitors 
at The Net

Fresh tray of cookies ready for hun-
gry visitors
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“Now to Him who is able to do 
far more abundantly beyond 
all that we ask or think …” 
Ephesians 3:20

Have you ever been over-
whelmed with the goodness 
of God? Last June we received 
a phone call in which a gen-
erous individual offered to 
give to FLAPS a beautiful Piper 
Cherokee 140.  We were de-
lighted to accept his gracious 
offer and we gave thanks to 
our faithful God! 

This Cherokee 140 is a simple, 
economical, easy-to-maintain, 
four-seat aircraft. This low-
wing design allows it to land 

in the stronger side winds of 
Southwest Alaska. 

Pastor/Pilot Jeremy Crowell 
from Naknek, and Rod Scheel, 
the AK project manager from 
Fergus Falls, Minn., flew the 
Cherokee 140 from Minneap-
olis to our mission in Alaska 
in six days and 32 hours of 

flying. The Lord blessed them 
with safe travel and decent 
weather.

A dediction service was held 
in the Naknek hangar and the 
Cherokee 140 was immediate-
ly put to use. Thank you Lord 
for your gracious provision 
for this important aviation 
ministry in Alaska. 

By: Paul Christenson

This summer was my fifth trip 
to Naknek and my wife Mary 
was able to join me on this 
trip. I am a retired electrician 
and there is always a need for 
the skills the Lord has given 
me. It is a blessing to serve 
and encourage the pastors 

and wives who serve the Lord 
in Naknek. I love their electri-
cal ‘to do list’ for the parson-
age, church, hangar, station 

and their homes: add outlets, 
replace switches, ballasts, 
lights, etc. The first thing they 
wanted to know is when my 
return flight was scheduled 
and then they would say, “We 
may need to change that” as 
their long list grows. 

My first trip was with a group 
from our church, Calvary Free 
Lutheran in Fergus Falls, MN. 
On that trip a lot of electrical 
work and updates were done 
at the radio station, but one 
of the highlights of that trip 
was wiring a one room Chris-
tian school for George and 
Heidi who run the school and 
are members of our church. 
This summer I wired a water 
heater at the same school. 
I was blessed to be able to 
help them and they were so 
grateful for the help. 

This summer I designed and 
installed a ventilation system 
to move the hot air from the 
transmitter room at KAKN into 
the station’s hall and offices. 

These transmitters give off a 
lot of heat which makes the 
transmitter room very hot. 
Up to this point, the exterior 
door has been left open with 
a fan placed in front of the 
screen door to bring cool air 
in with another fan sat across 
the room to blow the hot air 
into the hall. This meant the 
radio station and the three 
apartments were not secure 
and could allow the bears 
easy access into the building. 
A power damper was installed 
to bring in fresh air from the 
outside and then the exhaust 
fan sends the hot air into 
the station which allows the 
exterior door to be closed and 
locked. 

I especially enjoy interacting 
with staff and summer help 
making them laugh. The two 
gals from ND wanted to use 
me as bear bait since they had 
not seen any bears. However, 
I didn’t think that was a good 
idea but they didn’t see that 

as a problem which resulted 
in a good laugh!!

One of the highlights of this 
trip for me was to spend an 
afternoon salmon fishing and 
catching a 33 inch king salm-
on. Another highlight was that 
Mary and I stayed with Bob 
and Margret Lee. It was so fun 
to spend time with them. It 
was a rewarding and blessed 
ten days for us- Mary working 
at The Net as I worked on my 
‘to do list’ or encouraging 
locals, the pastors and wives 
in their ministry. We pray the 
Lord blesses them richly in 
their endeavors.

GOD’S “TO DO LIST”

New vent installed

Paul working on the ventillation 
system in the radio station

Our Alaska Work is in  
obedience to God’s 
direction and com-

mand. We are asking 
you to prayerfully 

consider a generous 
gift for this minis-
try to flourish  and 

reach more souls for 
Christ. Make checks 
out to “AFLC Home 

Missions” with Alaska 
Mission in the memo 
line or donate on our 

website.

Your 
Opportunity to 

Make a 
Difference

NEW PLANE JOINS NAKNEK FLEET

Pastor Jeremy Crowell & Rod Scheel 
with the Cherokee 140

Dedication of the Cherokee 140


