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By Lacey Crowell

What does summertime look 
like for you? Family outings? Re-
unions? Vacations? A break from 
work or school? Or maybe just 
normal routine. Well, here in the 
Bristol Bay region, summer is our 
busiest time of year! Naknek lit-
erally “bursts at its seams” with  
fishermen or cannery workers 
coming for the fishing season. 

So, what does our typical sum-
mer look like? This is our busiest 
season of ministry.

Here is a quick glimpse: Our 
family just got back from a trip to 
Washington. On our way home, 
we stopped in Anchorage for 
several days. Since everything 
is so expensive, and groceries 
are very limited in Naknek, we 
do most of our shopping there. 

On this trip, we shopped for 
groceries for the VBS summer 
team, The Net crew and our 
other workers.  After six trips to 
Costco, two Walmart stops, two 
stops to the shipping/cargo com-

pany, some online shopping and 
a few other stores, we should 
be set and our helpers will not 
starve.

VBS Team: This will be the fourth 
year that we have had a team of 
four come up to do six weeks of 
Vacation Bible School in the var-
ious villages. Each week they are 
flown to a village, along with all 
their supplies, where they spend 
a week with the kids teaching 
VBS. 

The Net: The past couple years 
we have had a coffee/cookie/
internet “hospitality house” 
where fishermen and cannery 
workers can come to relax. 
We have seen hundreds come 
through the doors from differ-
ent states and countries. Nak-
nek bursts at the seams during 
salmon fishing season but there 

is very little else for them to do 
here. We fill The Net with Bibles 
and tracts in different languag-
es. The Net has been a huge suc-
cess!  This year we will have our 
largest number of volunteers 
coming to serve and share the 
gospel at The Net. 

Work teams: Each summer also 
brings at least one work team to 
help with various projects. This 
summer we will have two work 
teams coming to help. Funds 
have been given to replace worn 
carpet in the radio station with 
new flooring. We are so grateful 

for these gifts and the people 
who are willilng to share their 
time and expertise to do this 
work! Many hands lighten our 
work load! 

Now you know why we need to 
have so much food stashed for 
this summer! At one point in 
July, we will have about 15  extra 
people here!

We are thankful for each volun-
teer. This is summer in Naknek!
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WHEN GOD CALLS
Earlier this spring God called 
Amelia Olson. Amelia is the 
daughter of Pastor Steve and 
Wendy Olson from Abiding 
Savior in Sioux Falls. We are so 
excited to have her joining the 
2016 AK VBS team this summer.

1. How did you sense God lead-
ing you to be a part of the VBS 
team?

 I believe God brought this 
amazing opportunity along as 
an answer to my prayers. After 
finishing college in the spring, I 
was seeking the Lord’s guidance 
as to what the next step was for 
me and particularly for this sum-
mer. After hearing about the op-
portunity to serve and minister 

to kids in Alaska, the Lord placed 
an excitement and earnest de-
sire in my heart to pursue that 
ministry. I am humbled and de-
lighted to see God open the way 
before me to be a part of this 
new journey!

2. What are you looking for-
ward to most about serving on 
the VBS team?

Some of the things I am look-
ing forward to include: work-
ing with my team and teaching 
VBS together, loving and playing 
with kids, building relationships 
with my teammates, growing 
closer in my walk with the Lord, 
getting to see the beauty of 
Alaska, eating salmon, sharing 

Jesus, and flying!

 3. How can we be praying for 
you?

Would you please pray for the 
health, safety, and unity of our 
team? Pray that we would have 
courage and joy as we share 
about Jesus in Alaska. Finally, 
that we would be strengthened 
and encouraged in the Lord and 
that our eyes would remain 
fixed on Him and His will.

By Pastor Jeremy Crowell

Last September, we flew the 
Cherokee Six to the Mission Avi-
ation Training Academy (MATA) 
in Arlington, Washington. The 
engine was scheduled for an 
overhaul and we needed to up-
grade the aircraft’s avionics to 
comply with the upcoming FAA 
mandates. MATA graciously al-
lowed the use of their facility to 
do this major project. Not only 
did they provide us a place to 
do the maintenance, but some 
of their staff and students put 
an enormous amount of time, 
work, and energy into getting 

our plane back in the air quick-
ly. We are incredibly grateful for 
their partnership in this project! 
We also are very grateful to the 
Lord for His provision! God has 
supplied all our needs! 

We had a good trip bringing the 
Cherokee Six back to Alaska from 
Washington. I took three MATA 
students (all at various stages in 
their missionary pilot training) 
along with me so that they could 
build time and experience on a 
long cross-country flight. Our 
flight time from Arlington to An-
chorage was just over 19 hours.  

The first day we flew from Ar-
lington to Abbotsford, BC to 
Whitehorse, YT logging a little 
over 1,100 miles in one day.  We 
spent the night in Whitehorse 
and continued on the next day. 
Our group encountered some 
weather that forced us to turn 
around near Beaver Creek, 
YT and we landed in Burwash 

Junction, YT.  We had to spend 
the night there to wait out the 
weather. On our second day, our 
flight was only 130 miles.  What 
a difference compared to day 
one!  God is good and we expe-
rienced His care for us even in 
this weather delay. There was a 
couple at the airport that sold 
us fuel and invited us to stay at 
their beautiful ranch.  I was in-
credibly grateful because the 
nearest hotel was halfway back 
to Whitehorse!  The next day we 
were able to continue into An-
chorage. There I said goodbye to 
the MATA students who headed 
home to Arlington.

I met up with Lacey and Malachi 
who were flying in on a commer-
cial flight from Washington. We 
then began shopping for grocer-
ies for the workers coming up 
to Naknek in a few months. We 
added what groceries we could 
in the plane that already con-
tained a lot of airplane parts, pa-

perwork, etc. A few days later on 
a clear evening, we flew through 
the beautiful Lake Clark Pass. It 
was good to touchdown safely 
at our familiar Naknek airport.  

Our summer will be very busy. 
The Cherokee Six will be es-
sential to transporting our VBS 
team to various villages, a work 
crew to fix a translator for the 
radio station, work teams to 
South Naknek, and flying kids to 
Bible camp in Port Alsworth. We 
continue to thank God for this 
valuable tool for ministry!

THE MAGNIFICENT FLYING MACHINE

AK Registry 
Update!

“WOW, THANK YOU SO 
MUCH FOR EVERYONE 

WHO HAS SENT THINGS UP 
OUR WAY, SPECIFICALLY 

FOR THE NET AND TO 
FURNISH THE ‘NEW’ 

APARTMENT!! IF YOU ARE 
STILL HOPING TO GIVE, WE 
COULD ALWAYS USE MORE 
COOKIE MIX, COFFEE AND 
MONETARY DONATIONS 

TOWARDS EGGS AND 
BUTTER. THANK YOU!” 

 
-LACEY CROWELL ON 

BEHALF OF THE ALASKA 
MISSIONARIES

Jeremy Crowell in Anchorage with 
MATA students

Using the Cherokee Six to fly 
ministry team to Ekwok for Sunday 
services.



Page 3

GOD IS ANSWERING YOUR PRAYERS FOR MORE LABORERS IN ALASKA. 
MEET THE PEOPLE THAT WILL BE WORKING ON WORK TEAMS AND AT THE 
NET THIS SUMMER...

JO SCHEEL

JULIE MCLAUGHLIN

BOBBIE OVERGAARD

JACKIE RAMSRUD

KATHY TANBERG

BOB DAVIDSON

WAYNE OLSON JUDITH REHMER

KENN GRAHAM

JOHN & CAROL 
MARKWELL

SYLVIA ZEISLER

BRANDON OLSON

LONA MOOS

KAREN HOFFNER

 Top Row, L-R: Kevin Lee, Marvin Sigman, Dalton Zeiszler, Pastor Kent Sperry Bot-
tom Row, L-R: Margie Lee, Jan Sigman, Sylvia Zeiszler, Caleb Sperry Not pictured: 

Gordon Hoffner
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 The VBS team will fly out to a dif-

ferent village each week to share 

the Gospel with children through 

Vacation Bible School. Please pray 

for open doors and opportunities 

to share the Gospel and for safety as 

they travel. 

June 6-10 // Koliganek 

June 13-17 // Ekwok 

June 20-24 // South Naknek 

June 27- July 1  // Iguigig 

July 4-8 // Kokhanok 

July 11-15 // Egegik 

July 18-22 // Naknek

The Net is a sanctuary in a sea 
of chaos and unrest in Naknek, 
Alaska. It’s a coffeehouse minis-
try where cannery workers and 
fishermen can stop by for free 
coffee, baked goods, and WI-FI. 
Jackie Ramsrud has volunteered 
to serve at The Net for two 
weeks this summer. Here is her 
testimony:

1. How did you sense God lead-
ing you to be a part of The Net?

God simply said, “Go.” Let me 
explain. Eleven years ago, God 
freed me from bondage of my 
sin and the chains that held me 
captive were broken. The Lord 
freed me from the filth of this 
world by taking away my smok-
ing, drinking and drugs. I was 
bought at a high price and I was 

forgiven and am loved by our 
Father. I thank Jesus for caring 
for a poor sinner. 

John 10:27-30 says, “My sheep 
hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me; and I give 
eternal life to them, and they 
will never perish; 
and no one will 
snatch them out 
of My hand. My 
Father, who has 
given them to Me, 
is greater than 
all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand.  I and the Father 
are one.”  

2. What are you looking for-
ward to most about serving at 
The Net?

I want to make a difference in 
somebody’s life! I want to be a 
Christian friend to the people I 
meet. I didn’t have any Christian 
friends. I want to show them 
God’s kindness and love and tell 
people that there is a different 
way to live. God also calls us to 

serve one 
another in 
love (Gala-
tians 5:14) 
so I look 
f o r w a r d 
to serving 
Him and 

His people.  I also want to be a 
good encourager and listener, 
and to take what I’m hearing up 
with God. I’m so excited to see 
how God will use me that I break 
down several times a day thank-

ing Jesus for what He is doing. 

3. How can we pray for you? 

Please pray that God can use 
me to help His people, that He 
would prepare the hearts of 
the people I’m going to meet, 
that God would bless the Alaska 
Mission and ministry at The Net 
and all involved. Pray for good 
weather. Pray about my flight 
there and back as I don’t like 
to fly. Be in prayer for my fam-
ily and myself as we have been 
experiencing spiritual warfare. 
(For some reason, Satan thinks 
he can mess with us but I know 
someone greater!  I serve a 
mighty God.)

I WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

“I WANT TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE IN 

SOMEBODY’S LIFE... I WANT 
TO SHOW THEM GOD’S 

KINDNESS AND LOVE AND 
TELL PEOPLE THAT THERE IS 
A DIFFERENT WAY TO LIVE”

THE RADIO 
GUYS

VBS TEAM

Tom Abel, son of Rev. Jonathan 
and Tamba Abel, and Brady 
Arneson, son of Rev. Alan and 
Lisa Arneson, will be serving at 
KAKN this summer. Both have at-
tended the University of North-
western majoring in multimedia 
production. They will help run 
the radio station with Rev. Bob 
Lee and will fill in during his va-
cation. A part of their adventure 
this summer will be to fly out to 
the village of Manokotak with 
Rod Scheel. There they will climb 
a mountain loaded down with 
gear to assist Rod in installing an 
FM passive repeater to expand 
the signal of KAKN in this area. Meet Amelia Olson, Heath-

er Hansen, and Kyle and Marli 
Arneson, your Alaska VBS 2016 
team.  I say “your VBS team” be-
cause you literally prayed them 
into service for us. These adven-
turesome four have said “yes” 
to God’s call to serve in seven 

different villages this summer. 
Ministry in the villages is not for 
the fainthearted. They are flown 
into each villlage and picked up 
at the end of the week. Some 
weeks they even camp in the 
small chapels. Please uphold 
them in prayer this summer.

SCHEDULE

Brady Arneson & Tom Abel

Amelia Olson, Heather Hansen, and Kyle & Marli Arneson


