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NAKNEK, ALASKA MISSION NEWS
Pray, Give, Go
By Loren Tungseth
“Do not withhold good from
those who deserve it when
it’s in your power to help
them.” Prov. 3:27
As I go out to our AFLC
churches to share a “Come
Join Us” presentation of the
work God is doing through
AFLC Home Missions, one of
the comments I hear often
is, “We didn’t know all of
this is going on!” One man
recently commented, “We
didn’t know this. How can
we find out about this?” I
gladly answered, “That’s why
I’m here.” But I also encouraged them to sign up for the
Home Missions Knee Mail

newsletter and for the Alaska
Newsletter so that he and
his congregation could be
informed on a regular basis.
There are many ways to be
a part of what God is doing
through Home Missions. In
my presentation, I present
opportunities to “Pray, Give,
and Go”.
A group from Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church in Beulah,
ND is answering the call
to “go”. This coming June,
twelve members of their congregation will be travelling to
Naknek to do more work on
the South Naknek chapel and
parsonage.

They will also be ministering
to the fishermen and cannery
workers who stop by The
Net, our coffee shop/internet
café. There they will have the
opportunity to have a cup of
coffee and cookies with people from all over the world.
Pray that God will give them
opportunities to share the
Gospel and hand out Bibles
and tracts over that cup of
coffee.
I’d like the opportunity to
come to your church to
tell about the many ways
that you can be involved by
“Praying, Giving or Going”.
Contact our office for more
information.
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Work team going to Naknek this summer. Top Row, L-R: Kevin Lee, Marvin Sigman, Dalton Zeiszler, Pastor Kent Sperry
Bottom Row, L-R: Margie Lee, Jan Sigman, Sylvia Zeiszler, Caleb Sperry Not pictured: Gordon and Karen Hoffner, Lona
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Interview with Kyle & Marli Arneson
Each summer we send a
Vacation Bible school team to
Alaska to fly out to the villages to teach VBS for six weeks.
Based out of our mission
in Naknek, they fly out to a
different village each week
and live there ministering to
the children. As we pray for
volunteers to send to Alaska
this summer, God has called
a young married couple, Kyle
and Marli Arneson. Kyle is
the son of Pastor Alan and
Lisa Arneson and Marli is the
daughter of Pastor Jim and
Marsha Johnson.

What are you looking forward to most about serving
on the 2016 VBS team?

fish, and drinking coffee
during the 50 degree summer weather.

Shining the light of Christ
to every child, parent, or
whoever we meet. We look
forward to having fun and
sharing the Gospel message
with the kids at VBS. We are

How can we be praying for
you?

How did you sense God leading you to be a part of the
VBS team?
After we got married in June
of 2015, we felt led to explore some type of mission’s
opportunity. We first looked
into overseas missions, but
then someone brought the
Alaska Mission to our attention. We looked into it and it
seemed like the perfect fit.
We sensed the Lord leading us to inquire about the
mission work in Alaska, so
we did, and it all worked out
from there.

You can pray for strength,
courage and our safety. Pray
that the Lord would sustain
us while we serve in Alaska.
Pray that the Lord would
guide us in everything that
we do, and that everything
we do would point to Him.
Right now, you can also pray
that God would work out
everything with our current
jobs.
What would you tell to other
people considering serving
in Naknek this summer?

Kyle & Marli Arneson

also looking forward to being
stretched in our faith and
want to grow in our relationships with Him. We are
excited to see and experience
a different culture as well.
We are also looking forward
to using an airplane as our
main transportation, eating

It would be great for you to
join us. Ask the Lord for His
guidance and He will lead
and direct you. It is going to
be a blast and you do not
want to miss out on this
adventure!
Please join us in praying for
two more members for the
Alaska VBS 2016 Team.

The Cherokee 6 airplane
was flown from Naknek
to MATA (Mission Aviation Training Academy) in
Washington for an overhaul
in October where much of
the work was completed.
In the photo above, Dary
Finck of MATA, unpacks

Alaska Registry

the refurbished engine as

Our Alaska missionaries have
limited access to stores, and
their remote location often
brings up needs for unique
items. We often get emails or
calls inquiring about sending
care packages to our Alaska
missionaries.

we have set up an online
Alaska Hospitality Registry.
This allows us to keep an
up-to-date list of needs that
is easy to share with you!
Details are on our website:
aflchomemissions.org/alaska/gift-registry. Check it out!

Just like using an online baby
or wedding shower registry,

Pictured right: Lacey Crowell unpacks
donations sent from the registry.

www.aflchomemissions.org
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it arrives back from the
mechanic. God blessed us
with a Christian mechanic
who did not charge us any
labor on this engine work.
The avionics were also
updated to meet the 2020
FAA standards.

AFLC Home Missions, church planting and growing disciple-makers
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd, Plymouth, MN 55441
Web: www.aflchomemissions.org Email: homemis@aflc.org

Up to Alaska
By Rod Scheel
On December 1, Pastor Paul
Nash and I left for my first
trip to Alaska as the new
KAKN Project Manager. My
name is Rod Scheel and I am
from Fergus Falls, MN. I have
recently retired and have
joined the ranks of Home
Missions. I am a engineer,
pilot and ham radio operator
who loves the Lord. My job
on this trip was to work with
the radio station projects and
Pastor Nash would fill in for
Pastor Swanson who is on a
furlough.
Joe Caldwell and his wife
Karen flew us from Anchorage to Naknek in a GA8
AirVan through the breathtaking Lake Clark Pass. We
were loaded with luggage, all

104.9 MHz There are three
mountains between Manokotak and both Naknek (KAKN)
and Dillingham. The lack of
receiving an Over the Air
(OTA) FM signal confirmed
the plan to proceed with a
CODEC (Coding/Decoding
device) to audio stream the
KAKN audio over the Internet
from KAKN to Manokotak.
We found an optimal tower
site in south Manokotak;
Pastors Paul Nash and Bob
Lee visited a local resident
with business connections to
the tower owner.

• Testing an existing FM
Translator and a Low Power
FM Transmitter,
Pastor Jeremy Crowell, Pastor Bob
Lee, and Rod Scheel work in
Manokotak

• Setting up some new VHF/
UHF handheld Transceivers

• Antenna work
L-R: Rod Scheel. Joel & Karen Caldwell, and Pastor Paul Nash

Other projects that we
worked on include:

kinds of equipment, food and
supplies.

• Replacing the FM Transmitter UPS (Uninterruptible
Power Supply)

www.aflchomemissions.org

• A new distributor cap and
rotor for the Chevrolet pickup that required a retrofit to
secure the distributor cap.
This was ingenious reverse

Here are some of the technical projects I completed:

• Installing two new Base
(located at KAKN) and Mobile
(Airplane or Truck) Yaesu
Transceivers

On Tuesday, December
8, Paul, Bob Lee, Jeremy
Crowell and I headed out in
the Cessna 175 to Manokotak. Here we performed a
FM signal test to see if a
FM Translator could receive
either KAKN @ 100.9 MHz or
the Dillingham Translator @

• Facility improvement
projects include caulking
window frames, doorframes;
insulation, vapor barrier and
sheeting the west entrance
to the garage/apartments.

engineering by our guys due
to a flaw in the distributor
base, but “ingenuity prevails
in Alaska.”
I so enjoyed the connections
we make at Hilltop Christian
Fellowship and the visits to
homes for meals and dessert.
There is a solid group of
Christians that worship, share
talents, verbalize their faith
and live a life witnessing and
professing “Salvation through
Jesus Christ.

• Installing the new backup
FM Transmitter.
• Installing a drain valve at
the source (KAKN building)
for the apartment water supply & changed water filters.

I enjoyed observing life at
the radio station watching
each resident use their gifts
to serve the Lord. Pastor Bob
is busy answering callers,
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updating news and weather
reports. Margaret leaves
early for her first and second
grade elementary classroom,
comes home late and stays
up late grading papers.
Pastor Jeremy is busy with
midweek Bible Study and
conducting Sunday worship
services. He flies with others
to South Naknek for Sunday
worship service immediately after the Hilltop worship
service and then on to Ekwok
for the 2:30 PM worship service. Then there is a 6:30 PM
Community Service at Hilltop
in Naknek. I watched Lacey
leave with a pan of bars to
share in Women’s Bible studies multiple times that week.
Malachi leaves by bus at
9:00 AM for pre-school and
returns about 1:00 PM and
“the house rocks.” We went
to Malachi’s first Christmas
program at the elementary
and highschool, which was a
highlight for all of us. Both of
these families are valued and
trusted by many in the Naknek area; this has fostered
their Christian Ministry.
I was privileged to be there
for the arrival of five boxes
of boots, shoes and socks
from New Leipzig, ND that
were given to needy students
Praise the Lord for people
who care! I was so blessed by
the hospitality and love from
the Lees and the Crowells.
It was an amazing trip.
“Praise God from whom all
Blessing Flow”!

What Would You Do If Volunteers Didn’t?
By Bobbie Overgaard
I saw a T-shirt in Naknek,
Alaska last summer that
stopped me dead in my
tracks. It read, “What would
you do if volunteers didn’t?”
Can you imagine a world
without volunteers? Volunteers teach, coach, mentor
and tutor. They provide
medical services and respond
during times of disaster. They
build houses, dig wells, fight
fires, and provide child and
elder care. They teach Sunday school, lead prayer and
Bible study groups and serve
as elders and deacons at your
church.
According to the Corporation
for National and Community
Service, 61.8 million individuals in the United States contributed eight billion hours of
volunteerism in 2008 alone.
What is the economic value
of all this volunteering? $162
billion U.S. dollars. That
amazing statistic confirms
the importance and eco-

nomic value of volunteering.
However, volunteering is not
just about dollars and cents,
but is also about helping and
influencing the lives of people. You cannot put a price
tag on that.
Would you ever consider
working as a volunteer? If

you are reading this article, then that already tells
me that you may have an
interest in the Alaska mission
field. We need volunteers
this summer at The Net who
have a gift for evangelism,
hospitality or baking. Minis-

try at The Net is very unique
as people from all over the
world come to Naknek for
the salmon fishing season.
This will be our fourth summer of sharing the love of
Jesus with the nations who
come to us.

Our volunteers spend their
day greeting and interacting
with our visitors. They might
play a board game with
them, share the Bible with
them or listen with a sympathetic ear to those that might
be homesick or dealing with
difficult personal issues. We
also have need of individuals
that enjoy baking. (We bake
every day, all day, to provide
enough goodies to share with
all of our visitors. In 2014 we
baked 351.5 dozen cookies,
brownies, cupcakes, etc.
and in 2015 we baked 667.5
dozen.)
Here are our current staffing
needs:

Visitors enjoy a cup of coffee, free Wi-Fi and yummy snacks inside The Net.

www.aflchomemissions.org

• 4-6 volunteers for June 11
- June 26
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• 4-6 volunteers for July 8 July 23.
If any of this peaks your
curiosity, I would love to talk
in more detail with you. If
you find yourself thinking
you couldn’t possibly do this,
then I’d really love to talk
with you! I was probably the
last person that would have
considered a mission trip,
yet here I am preparing for
my third trip to Alaska. And
honestly, if I can do it, so can
you! If you have a big heart,
care about people and love
the Lord, you are exactly the
person we are seeking. Won’t
you please consider doing
the Lord’s work next summer
in Alaska? Please call me at
805-705-9556 or send me
an email at: sbchilebean@
gmail.com. God has blessed
me in so many ways as I have
said yes to being His volunteer.

Volunteers, Kenn Graham and Anja
Ferkinghoff, share yummy snacks
with visitors.

