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incest and suicide rates far 

above the national norm. 

This is reality for many    

people living in rural Alaska.  

It is to such communities that 

KAKN broadcasts the good 

news of Jesus Christ each day 

throughout the year. Is KAKN 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Pastor Jeff Swanson 

Imagine living in a                    

community of less than 100 

people, accessible only by 

small plane, with no stores. 

Imagine living in a            

community with no resident 

pastor and services only 

when weather allows (and 

high winds, fog, rain and 

snow are regular occurrenc-

es).  

Imagine a community where 

a ritualistic denomination 

will not allow evangelicals to 

hold services or hand out 

Bibles. 

Imagine communities with 

alcoholism, drug abuse,   
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BRINGING LIFE, PEACE, AND HOPE VIA THE AIRWAVES 

THE IMPACT OF CHRISTIAN RADIO IN SOUTHWEST ALASKA 

By Pastor Bob Lee              

KAKN Station Manager 

Bringing new life, peace and 

hope is the mission we have 

to our listeners in Bristol Bay. 

Since my wife and I came to 

KAKN four and a half years 

ago we have seen quite a 

few tragic events in and 

about the villages we serve. 

This last week, there were 

several accidents with the 

freezing rain, and one       

involved a  fatality.  

These times bring people 

face-to-face with our mortal 

existence and the pain we 

endure in this life. However, 

it is also a time when we are 

reminded in a fresh way of 

our Savior's coming to earth 

to redeem us and to bring us 

new life, peace and hope. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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generous labors of our AFLC 

teams. 

The new music that was   

loaded last summer by 

KAKN's former station       

manager, Roberta Foster and 

Bobbie Overgaard, has been 

playing, and now we are 

hearing the new Christmas 

music. Our listeners and I 

have appreciated very much 

the contribution Roberta and 

so many have made to keep 

the music fresh. This year we 

have also added many new      

programs, improving the   

enjoyment of our listeners. 

The most recent additions 

include: A Harvest America 

Moment, Authentic Intimacy, 

Back to the Bible, Bill 

Gaither’s Homecoming Radio, 

Christian Radio Journal, a 

daily Lamplighter Theatre, 

Testimony with Jensine Bard, 

and many more. What a    

privilege we have in bringing 

these and other fine Christian 

speakers and music into our 

listener's homes, businesses 

and vehicles, twenty-four 

hours a day,  seven days a 

week! 

Please pray for the safe    

delivery of a back-up         

transmitter, for funds to    

replace the tower lighting to 

more energy and cost        

efficient strobes, for new 

flooring for the station apart-

ments—and of course, that 

our listeners will experience 

the new life, peace, and hope 

that we find only in Christ 

Jesus. 
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translation and the on-going 

Ebola crises that our listeners 

have heard. 

It seems as though emergen-

cy measures to keep people 

safe are needed in more and 

more places. KAKN              

contributes through the 

Emergency Alert System, 

weather advisories, and has a 

ham radio, in the event it is 

needed. I serve on the Local 

Emergency Preparedness 

Committee, Pastor Swanson 

actively serves on the         

Thank you for your partner-

ship with KAKN as we provide 

together a beacon of hope to 

our listeners by broadcasting 

the life-changing wisdom of 

the Bible. 

On Monday mornings, it has 

been our privilege to      

broadcast KAKN Live with 

Pastors Jeff Swanson, Jeremy 

Crowell and myself. It is a mix 

of what is happening in our 

community, the weather (an 

important subject in our part 

of the world), and time in a 

passage of Scripture.  

Today we had as our guests 

Joshua and Ruthie Wagner, 

AFLC and LBT missionaries to 

Sierra Leone, West Africa. 

They shared their work with 

the translation of the Theme 

Bible, their evacuation be-

cause of the Ebola crises, and 

their continuing work over 

the internet while they await 

their return to Sierra Leone. It 

was most likely the first     

personal account of Bible 

(Continued from page 1) volunteer fire department, 

and Pastor Crowell in the Civil 

Air Patrol. 

This past month KAKN was 

able to provide a missionary 

teacher and his family       

comfortable accommodations 

in the new apartment which 

volunteer teams constructed 

for KAKN. They appreciated 

being able to attend a       

conference as a family, and 

we appreciated being able to 

serve them from the           

 

KAKN Live with special guests Josh and Ruthie Wagner 

KAKN LISTENING AREA 
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serve. But when you go on a 

mission trip, one life that is 

changed will likely be your 

own. You will broaden your       

perspective and see how God 

is working in a culture that is 

unlike your own. You will see 

how Christ’s kingdom is being 

expanded and he is working 

in ways we haven’t imagined. 

And you will make new 

friends, resulting in a long-

moments during timeouts 

and quarter breaks. 

I also recall meeting regular 

listeners who have now    

become Believers and regular 

church attenders and       

blessings to our local          

congregations. 

I regularly visit with folks who 

listen to the radio ministry 

but will not step  inside the 

doors of any church. 

I recall letters received after 

fishing season each year, with 

testimonies of how thankful 

fishermen are for Christian 

programming to play on their 

term partnership with our 

missionaries who faithfully 

serve full time in Naknek. 

It isn’t possible for everyone 

to serve physically in Naknek, 

but those who can’t go physi-

cally can go through prayer 

and financial support. What 

part would God have for you 

in helping to fulfill the Great 

Commission in Naknek, AK?  

making a difference?         

Absolutely!  

I recall conversations I’ve had 

over the past several years 

when people expressed their 

gratitude for hearing        

Christian music and Bible 

preaching over the radio in 

their isolated communities. 

I recall people in a closed 

village telling of driving out to 

their gravel airstrip on a hill 

where they could pick up 

KAKN’s signal, to listen to 

basketball games that their 

sons and daughters were 

playing in, and hearing gospel 

(Continued from page 1) 
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By Loren Tungseth 

“Each one should use       

whatever gift he has received 

to serve others, faithfully   

administering God’s grace in 

its various forms.”  I Pet. 2:10  

Have you considered going 

on a short-term mission trip 

to Naknek? The AFLC Naknek, 

Alaska Mission offers many 

opportunities to use your 

various gifts to serve others.  

There are work projects to do 

on our AFLC property in   

Naknek, projects that our 

missionaries don’t have the 

time or the resources to carry 

out. We need volunteers for 

the summer of 2015. 

If you are one who enjoys 

visiting with people from 

around the world, our        

hospitality house, The Net, 

may be the place God would 

call you to serve. The Net 

offers seasonal fishermen a 

place to relax, use the Inter-

net, have a cup of coffee and 

cookies, and receive Bibles 

and other Christian literature. 

It offers you an opportunity 

to befriend them, to share 

your faith, and to lift weary, 

lonely hearts.  

Going on a mission trip can 

be a life changing experience. 

Most people who go are 

thinking of what they can do 

to make a difference in the 

lives of the people they go to 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED A TRIP TO ALASKA? 

boats through the long days 

and nights of fishing season. 

Yes, I see the way God is   

using KAKN radio here in   

Bristol Bay and enhancing the     

ministry of God’s Word in our 

local congregations and in the 

many area villages we seek to 

reach. I continually marvel at 

how God has brought togeth-

er radio ministry, aviation 

ministry (2 planes, a hangar, a 

pilot /mechanic) and pastoral 

ministries (congregations and 

preaching points) for the   

advancement of His kingdom. 

These ministries work well 

together and support and 

enhance what each other are 

doing. May I add that they 

are not only working well 

together but are dependent 

on each other as well. 

“From Him the whole body 

joined and held together by 

every supporting ligament, 

grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its 

work.”  Ephesians 4:16 

Please continue to pray that 

God would be at work in the 

hearts and lives of precious 

souls here in bush Alaska. 

Lead On O King Eternal! 

 

We need volunteers, individuals and 

church teams, for the summer of 

2015! Maybe your gift is one that 

God would use? 
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RADIO MINISTRY DEPENDS ON FLAPS PLANES 

By Pastor Jeremy Crowell 

“Where in Alaska are you 

located?” This is often a 

question that I am asked 

when talking to folks about 

the AFLC work here in      

Naknek. I usually say, “We 

are 300 miles from the end 

of the road.” While it is true 

that we have about 15 miles 

of paved road between    

Naknek and King Salmon, 

there are no roads in or out 

of the Bristol Bay region. The 

primary means of transpor-

tation is by air.  

We have two FLAPS aircraft 

based here in Naknek. We 

have our Cessna 175 and our 

Cherokee 6. Both aircraft are 

vital to the ministry here. 

The planes are used for a 

variety of purposes from 

Sunday Services, work      

projects, building mainte-

nance, vehicle maintenance, 

pastoral visitations, etc.   

One particular use of the 

airplanes is that of             

supporting the KAKN radio 

ministry. KAKN operates not 

only our primary station, but 

we also have translators in 

several villages as well. (A 

translator takes our primary 

radio signal and rebroad-

casts it on another                   

frequency. This effectively 

boosts our signal, giving us a 

greater area of coverage.) 

The translators need     

scheduled inspections and 

maintenance.   

One location that we have a 

translator at is in the village 

of Egegik, located approxi-

mately 35 miles south of 

Naknek. This last year, we 

needed to update our 

battery backup system at 

this location.  

Pastor Bob Lee and I hopped 

in the FLAPS Cherokee 6 and 

flew down there. A Christian 

family greeted us and drove 

us to the village church, 

where the translator was 

located. Bob and I swapped 
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out the old battery backup 

with the new one and did 

our regularly scheduled   

inspection on the          

equipment. We also made a 

few visits with friends before 

hopping back into the      

Cherokee 6 and returning 

home to Naknek. The only 

way that this was possible 

was through the use of the 

airplane. We appreciate and 

continue to ask for your 

prayers for the safety of the 

aviation ministry here in 

Naknek.  

Another item for prayer 

would be for our Cherokee 

6. Since it is difficult to “pull 

over to the side of the road” 

in airplanes, there is an    

industry standard of having a 

recommended time for  

overhaul for the engines. For 

our Cherokee 6, this time is 

coming soon. We are       

planning on having the     

engine overhauled next    

winter.  

Typical costs for this          

preventative maintenance 

are around $20,000-$30,000. 

We know that this is a large 

amount, but we desire to 

have the airplanes running 

well and safely. We also 

know that our God will sup-

ply all our needs! Thanks for 

your prayers for God’s     

protection and provision.  

Cherokee Six and Cessna 175 at the Naknek airport 

A translator takes our 

primary radio signal and 

rebroadcasts it on another                   

frequency. This effectively 

boosts our signal, giving us a 

greater area of coverage. 


