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Naknek, Alaska Mission News
Special edition Naknek, Alaska Mission News
Forty plus volunteers
traveled to serve in Naknek,
Alaska this past summer,
May through September.
Augmenting and supporting
the long-term ministry of
our full time missionaries,
some volunteers stayed a
few weeks, some a few
months. They were concrete
pourers, electricians, cookie

bakers, computer programmers, pilots, VBS teachers,
painters, and mechanics.
Each person came home
with a story...how God used
their time in Naknek to
change them, and how they
saw God using them as part
of His Kingdom work.
It wasn’t hard to decide to

print a special, 8 page
edition of the Naknek,
Alaska Mission News. The
difficult part was so many
moving testimonies to pick
from! As you read the
following pages, we don’t
doubt your heart will be
stirred with the unstoppable
power of “loving on people”
with the love of Christ.
Christie Friestad—Editor

CA family serves two weeks in Naknek
By Michael Drews
Like many families this last
spring, the Drews family
looked forward to the
summer holidays
with excitement.
No homework and
vacation destinations became
favorite topics
between our two
children,
Amanda (13) and
Derek (12), who quickly
asserted their desire to go
to Disney World. As parents,
my wife, Amy, and I were

less enthused, but were
resigning ourselves to a
summer of carnival rides
and popcorn.

It was during this time that
we learned of an opportunity to serve in Naknek, a
remote Alaskan fishing
village on the shores of

Bristol Bay. We were told
that the town had a
permanent population of
500, but during the summer
months an inflow of cannery
workers and fisherman
makes this number swell to
over 5,000. The plan was to
run a small Christian coffee
house/outreach center
where these workers could
stop to get a free cup of
coffee, cookies, a Bible or
Christian literature, and
enjoy a Christian environment.
(Continued on page 3)
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Naknek, Alaska Mission News
First village VBS team reports
By Don Callander
“Naknek area traffic this is
Cherokee 6941 Echo, taking
off on runway 26, departing
to the Northeast.” (FLAPS
pilots Dave Mattson, Jeremy
Crowell) Ahh, music to our
ears, as the Alaska 2013 VBS
team of Don and Meg
Callander of Maple Grove,
MN, Stephanie Kantonen of
Cloquet, MN and Esther
Long of Arlington, WA,
began our adventure to the
remote
villages of
Bristol Bay
Alaska.
We were all
moved by
the
command
to go, make
disciples,
teach, and
be the Lord’s witnesses.
Additionally, we were
challenged by Pastor Paul
Nash to “go up and just love
on people”.
We would spend a week of
VBS in each village before
returning on the weekend to
our base of operations at the
KAKN radio station. Over the
weekends we would rest up
and repeat the arduous
process of packing VBS supplies for the coming week,

along with other basic
necessities like water, food,
cooking utensils, and
bedding for the team. Then,
the vans needed to be loaded from the radio station in
Naknek to our planes at the
airstrip. Each component
needed to be weighed to
match the requirements and
restrictions of the airplanes.
Typically we would host the
Vacation Bible Schools in
small, primitive local church

buildings. These also served
as our home away from
home for the week. Since
running water was a luxury,
so were the creature
comforts of bathrooms. The
more advanced lodging had
an outhouse, but for one
week a primitive pit toilet
needed to be dug in the
woods! At least the view was
outstanding.
We served the remote
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villages of Ekwok, South
Naknek, Iguigig, Kokhanok,
and Egegik. In one village we
only had 3 kids for the week,
and our biggest group was
18. The Word went out in
the form of music, Scripture
reading, puppet skits, as well
as solid Gospel messages.
The kids were fabulous. They
were attentive, cooperative,
and engaged in all aspects of
the week. Many of the kids
would circle back later in the
evening to play games and
chat. They were especially
engaged to Stephanie and
Esther. Local families warmly
welcomed us, and often
filled our water containers,
drove us around on four
wheelers, and even dropped
off fresh salmon.

Stephanie packing for next trip

Don working on lesson

Craft time

Other ministry opportunities
included preaching, teaching
Sunday school, directing
Bible Studies, leading singing, playing piano, assisting
in a funeral, and working at
The Net.
It was an awesome
opportunity to serve the
Lord this summer; it would
not have been nearly as
successful without the
incredible financial and prayer support we had backing
us. A heart felt THANK YOU!

Settling in for another plane trip

Precious children
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CA family cont...
(Continued from page 1)

Our family had never done
anything like this before, yet
we felt that this was God’s
desire for us this summer.
With a healthy share of
trepidation we journeyed to
Alaska.

doing, drug addicts from
Alaska, recovering alcoholics
from Washington state,
Buddhists from Nepal, native
people who didn’t trust us,
and many more. Near the
end of our stay we were
seeing over 100 visitors a
day at The Net.

We arrived in
“With a healthy Countless
Naknek to a
share of
warm welcome
discussions took
trepidation we place around
and a wonderful
salmon dinner,
coffee tables
journeyed to
courtesy of Jeff
about God’s
Alaska.”
and Jane
grace for the
Swanson. The
broken, and the
next day we began our work
difference a life with Christ
at The Net.
can make. I believe we
served in a way that was
God’s plan soon revealed
honoring to God. The transitself, as this small, roughly
forming power of God in
finished coffee house
people’s lives was obvious.
became the social center of
the village. It was a time to
The Scriptures tell us to go
make friends, to witness to
into the world and make
unbelievers, and to encourdisciples of men. In Naknek
age Christians that were far
the most amazing thing
away from home. Our family happened: the world came
served at The Net in Naknek
to us to hear the Gospel. I
for two weeks, making
suspect we will never see
cookies, brewing coffee, and
most of the people we met
talking to people about
again, but I believe God used
Jesus.
our family this summer in a
big way to touch the lives of
The visitors at The Net were
the lost and broken around
from all sorts of backthe world, through a tiny
grounds. We served
coffee shop on the shores of
Christians who were far
Bristol Bay.
away from home, Muslims
from Africa who didn’t
understand what we were

Puzzles and games provided wholesome entertainment

“PRAY FOR THE
LITERATURE AND ITS
REACH AS IT RETURNS
IN LUGGAGE TO ALL
OF THESE
COUNTRIES.”
~JEFF SWANSON
Each visitor to The Net placed a pin on the world map
from their country of origin

Dozens of donated quilts and blankets were given away
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Loving on people
By Stephanie Kantonen

By Esther Long

VBS. New Friends. Relationships. Learning. Growing.
These are a few of the words
I would use to describe our
time in Alaska. Oh...and
Hondas. You can’t forget
Hondas.
Hondas (four wheelers) are
the most
popular form
of transportation in a
village. From
hunting and
fishing, to store
runs and
hauling, they
meet many
needs. They
provide fun,
crazy, and
almost terrifying moments as you hold on
for dear life riding behind an
11 year old, who is trying to
show off. But more than that,
they are a place for
conversation.
It was while riding on the
back of a Honda down a

sandy beach that I heard the
hurts that are so common. It
was where I saw a glimpse
into the everyday life of a
girl my own age.
It was on a Honda ride that
Stephanie was asked
questions about our VBS
lessons and
about Christianity; where
she explained
that Jesus
loves us and
wants to be
with us – not
because WE
are so good
but because of
HIS death and
resurrection.
On Hondas,
we had relaxed conversations with our new friends,
because they were in their
element. Hondas are fun. But
more importantly they
provided the opportunity for
conversations we pray will
leave an eternal impact.

Before I came to Alaska I
was told to simply “love on
people”, and I realized more
and more each week that is
exactly what the people
need.
In Iguigig the team met Kiara.
She came to our first day of
VBS with her younger sister.
Unfortunately, by the time the
opening songs ended she was
looking for her babysitter to
take her home. I was not sure
if we would see her again,
but over the next couple of
days we were able to spend
time with Kiara, and some
other girls, skipping rocks,
roasting hotdogs, swimming in
the lake, and exploring by
the river. Kiara decided to
stay in VBS.
While in Iguigig, God’s call
to take time to love His
people became so clear. If
we had not had those simple,
fun moments with Kiara, she
may never have come back
to VBS and heard the stories
about God’s love and grace.
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If I am ever
asked that
question I
will say,
“Absolutely,
it’s worth it!”

There are some who might
question whether it is worth
spending all the money and
time coming up here to teach
a VBS for only a dozen kids
in each village. If I am ever
asked that question I will say,
“Absolutely, it’s worth it!” A
village VBS might shake
things up a little bit, but it
allows so many people, and
families, to be affected.
It was definitely a summer of
planting seeds, and I'm
grateful for the promise that
His Word does not return
void. God taught me so much
about how He draws people
to Himself – it is not our job
to convert people, but simply
be faithful to Him.
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Four months of Alaskan ministry
By Dave and Gretchen
Mattson

We had the great privilege
to help at the AFLC Alaska
mission this summer from
mid-May to mid-September.
We served alongside the
Crowells, Lees, and Swansons. Our summer included a
little bit of everything.
Helping with the preparation
of and serving at The Net,
kept us busy during the
fishing season. We also
helped with the radio
ministry of KAKN, VBS, and
Bible study at Hilltop
Christian Fellowship. Dave
was able to help with the
aviation ministry by flying
the VBS team to/from five
villages in the area, as well
as helping Jeremy fly kids to
Tanalian Bible Camp. We
also really enjoyed working
with the various crews that
came to give their time and
talents to the mission work
in Naknek.
This summer gave us a
glimpse of what it is like for
the missionaries who live in

Naknek year round. Having
to fly in and out of the area,
having to ship supplies in,
and being far from family
can be an isolating experience; we imagine the
winters would even be more
so. Please remember to lift
these missionaries in your
prayers throughout the year.
Don’t underestimate how
the Lord uses your simple
note of encouragement to
lift them up.
We give God the glory for
the peace that we had in
obeying His call for our
family. We have grown in
our trust of His care and
provision. God has been with
us through the entire
journey, from leaving our
jobs and home in South
Dakota, to relocating for
several months with our one
year old to a place that was
foreign to us. We were
welcomed and blessed to be
a part of His Body in Naknek.
Worshipping our God alongside born-and-raised
Alaskans, as well as those He
has called to Naknek, gave
us great joy. We look
forward to seeing how God
continues to work in Naknek,
Alaska.

The home we rented for our summer in Alaska

Dave in the pilot’s seat flying the village VBS team

Dave, Gretchen, and Leah, with Malachi Crowell at the Fishtival Parade
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A Poem
By Stephanie Kantonen

Joy and pain share equal
space
In the beautiful brown eyes
Looking back at me.
They are people knit together
Closer than family,
Bonded by hardship and
struggle.
The mountains, water, and
trees
House secrets, kept deep,
Things I may never know.
But one thing stands true,
Firmer than any else There is One who knows
Each hidden secret.
There is one who feels
Each deep pain.
He sees the joy and struggles
And calls each person by
name.
He calls them to a life of freedom,
says, “Child, just call upon
me.”
He longs to be their Father,
To set each captive free.
In the rugged tundra,
A beautiful people live.
Who will show Your love to
them?
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Computer tech uses skills in Naknek

By Lucas Pillman
God called me to spend 10
days of my vacation in
Naknek this summer. After
arriving, I sat down with Bob
and Jeremy and asked what
their most pressing technical
needs were. They identified
three priorities, and I was
able to complete two of
them during my two week
stay. 1) Confidence in their
KAKN backup configurations,
including understanding how
to restore things if they went
down, 2) A new KAKN
website.

I also ended up helping out
at The Net. The Drews family
was serving there at the
beginning of my time, so
that is when I focused on the
technical projects. Once they
left, I went to The Net every
day. Pastor Jeff was an
amazing, encouraging
example of sharing and
relationship building.

he was handing out. I had
the great pleasure of sharing
the Gospel with him, and
being there as he accepted
Christ. He was able to share
at the church on Wednesday
night.
The Lees have been an
incredible blessing in hosting
me in their home; they have
a special ministry to house

Around 30% of those
stopping by The Net were
Hispanic; many of them not
speaking English, so I was
able to dust off my Spanish.
On Monday, a gentleman
named Hector came by The
Net. He was a Christian and
picked up a bunch of Spanish
tracts to hand out at his
work. The next day he
stopped by again and
brought a friend who had
been interested in the tracts

Construction crews make garage project possible
By Loren Tungseth
I have the great privilege of
writing the last article for
this special edition of Naknek, Alaska Mission News. It
gave me an opportunity to
read the other articles
before I completed mine.
I read with tears running
down my face about the

amazing things God is doing;
touching the hearts of those
who are ministered to, but
also blessing and changing
those who go up to Alaska to
serve.
My devotional a couple of
days ago reminded me of
(Continued on page 8)
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and work with those who
come up. There really is a
unity up here between those
who are working.
Thanks for giving me the
opportunity to serve in
Naknek these past two
weeks. It has been an
tremendous blessing.

Naknek, Alaska Mission News
Construction crews cont.
(Continued from page 7)

teamwork, how each of us
has a part to play; how we
are dependent on each
other and how God entrusts
us with a unique part in His
Kingdom work. It’s no
different when it comes to
work projects up in Naknek.

Team enjoys beachside BBQ

Work projects have an
important part in the
ministry in Bristol Bay. Not
only is it essential to take
care of the property (like
replacing the windows at

KAKN and the parsonage),
but also the giving of our
time and resources is such
an encouragement to those
who serve there full-time, as
well as to the local believers.
Much progress has been
made toward the completion
of the garage project. The
shop and garage portions are
complete. The living quarters
are framed, wired and
mostly sheeted. We have
need of a plumber and a
finish carpenter to complete
the work. Our prayer is to
have it completed next
summer.
As I read about the ministry
of The Net and the VBS
ministry, it is obvious that
the living quarters in the
garage will serve a vital role

The back of the garage building includes 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, and a kitchenette/common area.
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in housing teams who come
up to serve in those ministries. And I believe that God
has plans that we haven’t
even thought of yet for
people who will be housed in
those quarters. Maybe we’ll
be able to use the facilities
for weekend retreats. Will
opportunities come to do
work projects out in the
villages? Could we even
dream of starting a Bible

School? Whether your role is
to do physical labor, provide
funds, supplies, and prayer
support, or to have the
privilege of praying with
someone to receive Christ at
The Net, we rejoice in what
God is doing through you to
minister to the people of
Bristol Bay. “Now you are the
body of Christ, and each one
of you is a part of it.” I Cor.
12:27 NIV

