Naknek, Alaska Mission News

G EARING

UP FOR SUMMER MINISTRY

By Pastor Jeff Swanson
It has been a long winter,
(especially for many of you in
the Midwest) but we’ve had
a beautiful spring here in
Alaska, with more sunshine
than normal and mild
temperatures. The days are
getting very long now and
our community is already
buzzing with activity as
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people arrive daily to get fish
processing canneries up and
running and fishermen work
on boats. Two new canneries
are under construction here
in Naknek and the herring
season is already underway.
Naknek is really waking up.
We are praying for a spiritual
awakening here this summer
too! Here are some things to

pray about for the coming
months.

Our family had the privilege
of attending the Spring
Conference at Tanalian in
early April, where I had the
opportunity to speak. Many
flew in from surrounding
(Continued on page 3)
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By Pastor Jeremy Crowell

The two FLAPS aircraft up
here in Alaska have been
busy as well this past year.
As a result, there has been a



Tanalian Bible Camp

AVIATION UPDATE

The hangar with a cross on it
continues to be a center for
mission aviation in Bristol
Bay. This past January we
were able to get the new
waste oil heater installed and
up and running. This allows
us to quickly defrost and
preheat the airplanes so that
we can fly during the winter.
It also provides heat for me
as I work on the aircraft,
which I am very grateful for!
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Jeremy unloading the propeller for the Cessna 175. The propeller was flown to Anchorage for an overhaul.
little more maintenance
done on the planes. There
are some normal wear-and-

tear items that will be taken
care of during the annual
(Continued on page 2)
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AVIATION UPDATE , CONT ...
this summer. In particular, we
were doing the majority of
the shopping for our Home
Missions Vacation Bible
School (VBS) team.

Folks flown by Pastor Jeremy to the Tanalian Bible Camp's
Spring Family Conference in Port Alsworth.

We are excited as we look
forward to six weeks of VBS
going on in the villages in
which the only way in or out
is by airplane. Of course, our
team has to eat and that is
why we were grocery
shopping in Anchorage.
We personally flew about 500
of pounds of supplies and
groceries this past trip, and
we shipped another 500
pounds too.
In addition to getting ready
for this summer, we continue
to fly our “normal” or
“routine” flights as well.
These include Sunday
services and visitation in
Ekwok and South Naknek and
our Thursday night Bible
study in South Naknek. We
have also been able to fly into
some new villages and discover what the Lord is doing
there.

500 lbs. of supplies and groceries being flown to Naknek from
Anchorage in anticipation of summer ministry teams.
(Continued from page 1)

inspection. Our Cessna 175
needed its propeller overhauled and it is still in the
shop. We hope to have it
back in service by the time
you read this.
Our Piper Cherokee 6 continues to be an aircraft

equivalent to a Suburban. My
wife, Lacey, and I just got
back from a trip to Anchorage
in this airplane. We were able
to deliver the Cessna 175
prop to the overhaul shop
there. Also while we were
there, we did shopping in
preparation for the short
term teams that are coming
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Speaking of sharing, we enjoy
giving out quilts that ladies
from our “Lower 48”
congregations have been
making for us. People love to
receive a free gift. Please pray
for these trips and our
encounters with people on a
daily basis as well, that they
might receive the free gift of
eternal life in Christ!

T HE 2014 A LASKA
VBS T EAM

Stephanie Kantonen
Cloquet, MN
2012 AFLBS Alumna

Michelle Alverson
Osakis, MN
2013 AFLBS Alumna

Josiah and Courtney Rolf
Golden Valley, MN
2010 (Josiah) 2009 (Courtney)
AFLBS Alumni

AFLC Home Missions, church planting and growing disciple -makers
3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd, Plymouth, MN 55441
Web: www.aflchomemissions.org Email: homemis@aflc.org
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villages and it was a great
time of worship, fellowship
and time in God’s Word.
Tanalian Bible Camp is in one
of the most beautiful parts of
our state—right in the middle
of Lake Clark National Park,
amidst snow capped mountains and pristine lakes.
What a joy is was to hear
testimonies as the weekend
drew to a close. Two men in
particular spoke of their
hearts melting and God doing
something on their “insides.”

currently not holding services
and has no pastor. Pray for
this village and for the people
there, and wisdom and
direction for our helping out.
The Net
Speaking of gearing up for
the summer, we’ve been
spending a lot of time at The
Net, our coffee house
outreach to summer workers
here in Naknek. We installed
a stove to heat the building,
and have spent time doing

Already, as we’ve been
working on the building, folks
have stopped in; and we’ve
given out Bibles and prayed
with early arrivals from
Southern California, Washington, and other parts of
Alaska. The Net has also been
a regular stop for locals
looking to have a cup of
coffee and visit this spring. As
we were cleaning, I found our
journal from last summer and
I was thrilled to look back and
remember the folks who

Koliganek
It was a joy earlier this spring
to visit the village of
Koliganek, our first time
there. People were happy to
receive the beautiful quilts
made by many women’s
groups in the Lower 48. We
also visited a very nice church
building, which sadly is

general repairs in anticipation
of this summer.
We are thankful for the
servants headed our way to
help out at The Net this
summer and the supplies
(cookie mixes, coffee, paper
goods, Bibles…etc.) we’ve
been receiving in the mail.
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Again this summer we have
VBS scheduled in at least six
villages and possibly a
seventh. We are thankful for
the team headed our way to
help bring the gospel to
children in Ekwok, Igiugig,
Kohkanok, Egegik, Naknek,
and South Naknek. Please
pray with us for this vital ministry as well.
Ongoing Ministries
Pray for KAKN’s radio ministry
to southwest Alaska, and for
the ongoing proclamation of
God’s Word in the three villages we regularly visit.

Another elderly man asked
after one message—“Heaven
and hell are real? Unforgiven
sinners go to hell?” A long
discussion followed and God
was at work. If you knew
these folks and their
backgrounds you would
understand the significant
work of God through His
Word that weekend.
Hundreds of children from all
over rural Alaska will be
flown to Tanalian this
summer for camps. Pray for
Gods work in their hearts.

Vacation Bible School

trusted in Jesus, who found
jobs, received prayer and
encouragement as well as
coffee, cookies, quilts, and
used clothing. People were
from Burma, Somalia,
Mexico, the Philippines, India,
and many other states and
countries. We look forward to
more of such ministry this
summer—pray with us!

The need for teaching God’s
Word was brought home
again during Lent. We were
going through a series on
“Changed Lives at the Cross”
(Centurion, Thieves, Barabbas, Simon of Cyrene, etc…).
A man in his 50’s was quite
intrigued by the story of the
thieves on the cross. He was
unfamiliar with the wonderful
story of the thief who called
out to Jesus, and to whom
Jesus responded with a
wonderful promise. The need
here is great, the hour is late,
and Jesus is the answer!
Thank you for your prayers
and your gifts sent this way.
Summer is coming and we
trust that a great harvest (of
souls) is coming too!

THE REAL WORK OF MISSIONS
By Loren Tungseth
We are so grateful for all of
you who are doing the work
of prayer for our mission in
Alaska. I looked back at the
article I wrote for the last
issue of Naknek, Alaska
Mission News and I was
moved by how many of the
things I asked you to pray for
have been answered:
Several people have heard
God’s call and will be going
up to Naknek in a few weeks
to minister to fishermen and
cannery workers at The Net.
Continue to pray for them
and for open hearts to receive the Gospel.
The Village VBS team is in
place and will be going up the
end of May to begin their
work of Vacation Bible School
in at least six villages. Pray for
them as they “camp out” in
remote villages and for good
attendance and response to
God’s word.
As I write this, material for
the garage/bunkhouse is
being delivered to the dock in
Seattle to be loaded on a
barge scheduled to arrive in
Naknek in early June. Pray
that all the needed materials
will be there and arrive in
good shape.
Funds that have come in
designated for the
completion of the garage/
bunkhouse are almost exactly
the amount of the material
and shipping costs.

Once again, God has provided
people with just the right
skills and experience to
perform the work remaining
on the garage project. Pray
for us as we go up the last
week of June. Pray for safe
travel, safety as we work,
good weather, and that the
work will go quickly and
efficiently, and that we will be
a witness for Him.
It is awesome to watch God
bless the Naknek, Alaska
mission as His people keep it
before Him in prayer.
“Give thanks to the Lord, call
on his name; make known
among the nations what he
has done. Sing to him, sing
praise to him; tell of all his
wonderful acts.” I Chronicles
16:8-9 NIV
More Summer Volunteers
Bobbie Overgaard (top left),
from Good Shepherd
Lutheran, Camarillo, CA, is
serving as manager of The
Net this summer. With her
warm personality and management background, she will
be a perfect fit to overseeing
the day-to-day operations of
the hospitality house.
Also serving in Alaska this
summer (clockwise) are Les
and Kathy Carlson (The Net),
Kenn Graham (The Net), and
Roberta Foster (KAKN Radio).
May God bless each one!
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Five of the seven member work team headed to Alaska, June
26-July 5, from Christ the King Lutheran in Wilson, WI. This
will be the first visit to Naknek for all the team!
Pictured (L-R) Jim Keller, Roger Timm, and Greg Koch,. Front
Row, Bonnie Timm and Connie Koch. Not pictured is Ray Blok
and Paul Christenson. Loren Tungseth will also be making a
visit to Naknek at the same.

