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For This We Are Here
Pastor Jeff Swanson—
It seems weather all over the
country and world has been
bizarre the past number of
years. Alaska has not been
exempt. This winter we've
been frozen and covered up
by snow in extreme
measures.
The first cold blast hit us late
last fall, accompanied by
snow. Then just before Christmas it really turned cold,
with temps into the minus 20's
and wind chills way below
that. Our thermometer rose
above zero only a couple
times in the next seven
weeks. When the temperatures finally moderated, the
snow came. We've been
dealing with blizzards, drifts

and difficult transportation
issues since. Many old-timers
say it’s like the winters of
"years ago". One man I was
visiting with in Ekwok last
week said it reminded him of
the winter of "54, nearly 60
years ago.

Weather has a direct affect
on life, travel and ministry
here in Bristol Bay, Alaska.
The long deep cold of
December and January
makes for a real hardship
for folks here with electrical

bills skyrocketing and
heating fuel being used up
rapidly and costing more
and more. When I visited
Ekwok last week they said
the village had run out of
heating oil. When some was
finally flown in, it was
rationed and selling for
double the normal amount up to $11 per gallon. One
family I visited was out of
propane…their source for
cooking. The church in Ekwok
was also out of oil; it was the
same temperature inside and
out!
Few people here have
garages, so cars, trucks,
snow machines and
4-wheelers sit outside. It's a

Recent programming
changes have brought positive listener feedback. Family
Life, Sports Spectrum Weekend, The Bluegrass Gospel
Hour, and Revive Our Hearts
are some of the new

programs listeners enjoy.
It seems we bump into
friends of KAKN wherever
we go. I met a native woman
from a small village waiting
in our local airport last
month; she brightened when
told me how much she appreciated listening to KAKN.



THAT GOD’S WORD
WOULD GROW AND
PREVAIL IN BRISTOL BAY

(ACTS 19:20)


OUTREACH TO EKWOK/
AND AN OPEN DOOR TO
ALEKNAGIK



FRIDAY NIGHT ADDICTION
RECOVERY MEETINGS IN
NAKNEK



SUMMER PLANS FOR VBS



THE

KAKN GARAGE

PROJECT THIS SUMMER



FOR SPIRITUAL AND
PHYSICAL PROTECTION FOR
OUR MISSIONARY FAMILIES,
THEIR MARRIAGES AND
CHILDREN

(Continued on page 3)

Inside this issue:

From the Studios of KAKN Radio
By Pastor Bob Lee, KAKN
Station Manager—

Current Prayer Points

Still another person took the
opportunity during the
testimony time Sunday
morning to comment on his
appreciation for KAKN-Live,
Monday mornings, and
urged everyone to tune in.
(Continued on page 2)
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Jeremy, Lacey and
Malachi Crowell

Christmas caroling in
Naknek

These words of encouragement are welcome these
winter months. I admit, the
encroaching snow banks,
broken vehicles, confusing
orders and invoices, getting
stuck repeatedly in snow
drifts, fielding questions on
why we aren’t broadcasting
the championship basketball
games across the Inlet, technical programming glitches,
and family illness crowd out
the joy we normally have for
serving the King of Kings.
I began to focus on those
things instead of rejoicing in
the time, resources, strength
and opportunities He has
given me.
The wintery slump must have
hit others too because during
a Sunday service someone
reminded us all that our trials
in no way compare with what

others are going through and
to focus on the all powerful
God we have. Sunday Pastor
Jeff Swanson had chosen
among other songs, Cares
Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You,
I lay all of my burdens down
at Your feet;
And anytime that I don’t know
what to do,
I will cast all my cares upon
You. Copyright ©1978
Maranatha! Music
I couldn’t sing it through my
tears. Congregational
members in back of me were
facing their son’s imprisonment, a friend was wondering if she would still have a
marriage after a talk with
her husband, another couple
was fighting hard to save
their marriage, and dozens

were struggling through
serious and sometimes lifethreatening health issues. We
have much to be thankful for;
but here is bush Alaska addictions, adultery, incest, rape
and depression are rampant.
So many people are hurting
and in need of casting all
their cares and burdens at
the feet of Jesus to receive
His merciful touch. (1 Peter
5:7)
Thank you for praying for
our friends and neighbors in
the communities of Naknek,
King Salmon and South
Naknek.
Write Us:
Pastor Bob and Margaret
Lee, PO Box 214,
Naknek, AK 99633
bobmarglee@gmail.com

T’is the Season for Maintenance
By Pastor Jeremy Crowell

Precious native children
are at high risk for abuse

“The winter cold is hard
on our cars and trucks.”

The past winter months in
Naknek have been busy
ones; in some ways, busier
than the summer. Lacey and I
find ourselves on call for
almost anything. And
“anything” lately has been a
lot of maintenance. “T’is the
season”, as they say. The
winter cold is hard on our
cars and trucks. A lot of maintenance has been and
continues to be done on them.
I have also been working on
our aircraft. It was the time
of year for the Cessna 175
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to undergo its annual
inspection. This is a detailed
inspection that is done once a
year to all our aircraft. It
starts with an engine
compression check and timing
check. Then I change the oil
and filter and service the
spark plugs. I also inspect the
engine itself and look for
anything that might be an
issue and address it. I also
inspect the aircraft structure,
flight control systems, fuel
systems, etc. After inspecting
the aircraft in accordance
with the manufactures recommendations and federal

regulations, the aircraft is
serviced and reassembled.
This is followed by a test run
of the engine and then mound
of paperwork. Finally, the
aircraft is ready for another
year of service. Inspection on
the Cessna 175 is just
finished and the Cherokee 6
is next.
We had a couple of
blessings with the inspection
on the Cessna 175. While I
was inspecting the airplane, I
noticed that the starter ring
gear had a couple of teeth
(Continued on page 4)
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daily chore to start engines
to keep them running. As a
mission we have had a battle
all winter keeping vehicles
running and going through
drifted driveways and parking lots. We could really use
a snow plow! We are very
excited about a project this
summer to build a garage at
the KAKN radio station!
Thanks ahead of time to the
volunteer work groups heading to Alaska in July.
The extreme weather has
had an impact on our ability
to fly and hold services
beyond Naknek and South
Naknek. Thankfully, the river
is frozen solid so we can
regularly travel across to
South Naknek. Unfortunately,
we've not gone to Ekwok for
Sunday afternoon worship in
many weeks. The folks in Ekwok were very grateful for a
visit and the chance to read
Scripture together when we
flew in last Thursday. Can
you imagine if your church
was closed for 2 months? We
also have had to cancel trips
to Aleknagik and quilt outreach trips to other villages.
I was reminded of the affects
of this busy winter on a recent Saturday. In that one
day I was involved with
someone who needed food,
someone who needed heat,
someone who needed a
place to stay for the weekend, AND someone who
needed a reason to keep on
living.

THE AFFECTS OF THIS
BUSY WINTER ON A
RECENT SATURDAY. IN
THAT ONE DAY I WAS
INVOLVED WITH
SOMEONE WHO
NEEDED FOOD,
SOMEONE WHO
NEEDED HEAT,

Indeed, the needs are great
in bush Alaska, especially this
winter of 2012. The greatest
need remains the clear proclamation of God’s Word and
the message of hope in Jesus
Christ. God’s Word continues
to go forth at midweek Bible
Studies, and at a Friday night
recovery program, and at
three services on Sunday in
Naknek and South Naknek.
The Good News of Jesus
Christ broadcasts 24 hours a
day, seven days a week on
KAKN radio.
Jane and I were privileged
to travel with the Bristol Bay
high school teams on their
annual road trip to Anchorage, Kenai, Soldatna,
Nikolaevsk, Homer and
Seldovia. We broadcast lots
of basketball, lots of Gospel
nuggets and enjoyed building
relationships with students,
parents and fans along the
way.
To broadcast a game from
Seldovia involves driving to
King Salmon, flying 300 miles
to Anchorage, driving 200
miles through the mountains to
Homer, taking a fishing boat

across Kachemak Bay in the
Cook Inlet and then another
45 minutes drive through a
mountain pass to Seldovia. It
will be worth it all, when we
see Jesus!

SOMEONE WHO

Yes, it’s been a long winter.
Here we are, at the beginning of March and its 20
below with another blizzard
yesterday, so it’s not over;
but the opportunities to share
the love and truth of God in
Christ continue. For this we
are so thankful…for this we
are here. Please pray with us
for God to touch lives here,
save souls and set people
free. Thank you for your
partnership in the Gospel.

NEEDED A REASON TO

NEEDED A PLACE TO
STAY FOR THE
WEEKEND, AND
SOMEONE WHO
KEEP ON LIVING. “

Write Us:
Pastor Jeff and Jane
Swanson, PO Box 501,
Naknek, AK 99633
jswanson7@juno.com

Our Mission
"Praise the Lord in song, for He has done excellent
things; Let this be known throughout the earth." Isa 12:5
We are the Alaska Mission. We have a calling, a
purpose to go to the ends of the earth to make
known the excellent things God has done.
"But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for Gods own possession that
you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light."
I Pet. 2:9
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that were chipped. I called
Pastor Paul Nash to see if he
could get one for me. He
called me back about 20
minutes later and said that he
had one coming. He also told
me the price….free. An
individual that he knows
donated a starter ring gear
that he had just hanging up
on the wall.
Another thing that I had
noticed during the inspection
was that an antenna mount
had some cracks in it. It was
time for it to be replaced. I
found a used antenna in a

box at the hangar and asked
the owner of the box if we
could buy it from them as it
was a good antenna. They
said we could have it! We
thank God for these and His
many blessings.
Write Us:
Pastor Jeremy and Lacey
Crowell, PO Box 507,
Naknek, AK 99633
n4100@juno.com

Read more on our website.
Sign up for weekly “Knee Mail” updates: www.aflchomemissions.org
Naknek Garage Project
By Loren Tungseth,
HM Director of
Resource Dev.
loren.tungseth@gmail.com

The need for a garage at the
radio station in Naknek has
been apparent since we
received the property in
2008. Since that time, many
ideas have been discussed
and prayed about. Should it
be just a garage to provide
shelter for the vehicles? Is
additional storage needed?
What about a shop with heat
and maybe even a hoist so
that vehicles can be worked
on inside? How about the
need for more/better housing
for work teams? Maybe this
facility could be used for

weekend retreats?
This summer, God is
providing for those needs.
We will be constructing a
post-frame building, large
enough for three garage
stalls (one of them larger and
heated for a shop) and an
area in back with two bunk
rooms, a kitchen/dining area
and a couple of bathrooms.
When you plan a project of
this size in a remote place
such as Naknek, AK, there
are many things to think
about. But God is leading
and providing in all of these
areas.
He has provided a building
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supplier in Oregon with
experience in shipping building packages to Alaska. He
has provided a work team
from our AFLC churches in
Dalton, MN with men
experienced in construction.
He has provided other men
with construction management
experience and willing hearts
to give of their time to oversee the project. And he has
provided funds to pay for
the building. “And my God
will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches
in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19 NIV
Our goal this summer is to
complete the shell of the
building and have it enclosed
so that vehicles will be inside

next winter. As the Lord provides funds and workers, the
inside will also be completed.
Perhaps the Lord is prompting you to be a part of this
project too, by contributing
the additional funds to fully
complete this building? We
look forward to sharing pictures and updates with you.
Please Pray:
 That all the building
materials will arrive on
time and complete.
 For good weather while
the building team is at
work.
 For the safety of the
work teams as they
travel and work on the
building.

