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Our Mission Statement 
 

Out of a desire to honor Scripture, we seek  to make disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-20) in the United States of America, 

and to establish free and living congregations therein. 
 
 

New Beginnings 
The Gathering is a relatively new concept of church planting within the 

AFLC. This is a stepping stone in the process of becoming a free and living 

congregation. The concept of biblical discipleship gatherings gives a small 

group the opportunity to focus on evangelism, disciple making and 

unifying this group of people. As they grow spiritually and numerically, 

people are then equipped to step into leadership roles when they are 

ready to launch into a free and living congregation.  
 
 

Waikiki Beaching Gathering. Oahu, Hawaii 
This is our newest and most unique Gathering 

in Home Missions. In the fall of 2014, five 

AFLBS friends randomly moved to Hawaii and 

accidentally started the beginnings of a church.  

It began by serving pancakes and sharing a 

Bible Study with their new friends on Sunday 

evening. Now Brady Arneson, one of the original Hawaii 5, has returned 

to Hawaii with the blessing of AFLC Home Missions to share the Gospel.  

Their first service was held Sunday afternoon, 

November 9, at the Waikiki Beach with Brady’s 

father, Rev. Alan Arneson, giving the message. 

At their Christmas service, they served food to 

the homeless at the beach. Though 

unconventional in their approach, they have led 

several to Christ as God’s powerful Word is shared  

                                  on that beach. 
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The Butte Gathering, Butte, Montana   
In late September, Pastor Nash visited 
with a couple in Montana who had 
contacted our office about starting an 
AFLC Gathering in their town. Russ and 
Debbie Sorenson held their first service in 
their home on October 3 using a Home 
Missions presentations via the internet. 
They are presently meeting in a 
community room at “The Springs” in Butte. God has also provided Rev. & 
Mrs. Joel Walde to serve as their interim pastor. 
 

Please pray with them to boldly share their faith as they reach out in 
their community, for six couples to be raised up to form a core group 
united in God’s direction and for musicians to inspire worship. 
 
 

The Gateway Gathering, Mesa, Arizona 
In January, the Gateway Gathering celebrated 
their first anniversary. They continue to be 
served by Rev. Ryan, Liz and Serena Tonneson  
and hold their worship services at the 
American Leadership  Academy in Mesa, 
Arizona. They have been blessed with several 
Parish Builders, Chris Papillon, Isaac Nelson 
and Anisa Robinson.  

A Bible study has been started and several 
outreach events were held this past year. 
The picture on the left is from their VBS 
where they shared the Gospel with 64 
children. This work is blessed by the support 
of Rev. Al Monson and Calvary Free Lutheran 
of Mesa, Arizona. Calvary continues to 
provide office space and prayer support.  
 

We covet your prayers for this new work. If you are visiting the Mesa 
area this winter, please join us for worship services on Sunday mornings 
at 9:30 am at American Leadership Academy, 4507 S. Mountain Rd., 
Mesa, AZ 85212. 
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