
 

 

blessing both to our com-
munity and to our freezers. 

The Lees and the Swansons 
want to thank God for the 
marriage of our children, 
John and Hannah, in June. 

We also want to thank God 
for all those who came to 
Naknek to help out with 
various ministries this     
summer. A work team from 

 

By Jeff Swanson 

On behalf of fellow workers 
here in Naknek (Pastor Bob 
and Margaret Lee, KAKN 
Station Manager, Pastor 
Jeremy and Lacey Crowell, 
Aviation, and Pastor Jeff and 
Jane Swanson) we want to 
send out a praise report of 
God's blessings this        
summer. "Praise God from 

whom all blessings flow..." 

We thank the Lord for      
unusually beautiful weather 
this summer. We enjoyed 
many warm and relatively 
sunny days. We are even 
enjoying peas, radishes, 
potatoes, zucchini, and    
tomatoes from our garden. 
The salmon run was much 
better than predicted—a 
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What’s the catch? 

Summer in review 

By Kathy Carlson 

What’s the catch?  Free 
coffee, free cookies, free 
WiFi, “what’s the catch” one 
visitor asked, after he read 
the sign. That was a classic 
query we heard as my     
husband, Les, and I spent 
the summer in Naknek 
working at The Net.  

In reality, our visitors were 
“the catch”; we wanted to 
show them generous        
hospitality and provide an 
opportunity to meet Jesus.  

We also wanted to share 
tangible expressions of 
Christian love, passing out 

homemade quilts, sweat-
shirts, and hats sent by the 
churches of the lower forty-
eight. The recipients of 
these items were always 
genuinely thankful.   

Besides always ready cups 

of coffee, Christian reading 
material was plentiful, as 
well as Bibles in both      
Spanish and English. We 
tried to offer Bibles and 
tracts to each visitor. Some 
were very thankful to get a 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

 

and they were housed in the 
new bunk room at KAKN. 

Roberta Foster also gave of 
her time at the radio station 
during Bob’s absence for the 
wedding. 

We also thank God for the 
opportunity to provide 
scholarships to send area 
youth to Bible camp at   
Tanalian Bible Camp through 
a large garage sale at The 
Net. Transportation was also 
provided for some campers 
through the aviation ministry 
here.  

A special praise is for one 
somewhat closed off        
community here in south-
east Alaska that sent 39 
youth to camp after sending 
only one last year and none 
the year before. 

Praise God for all the oppor-
tunities for God's Word to go 
forth this summer. Our 
churches, Bible Studies, 

Camp, VBS's, The Net, 
and KAKN 24/7 are all 
proclaiming the good 
news of God's love, God's 
truth, and God's salva-
tion through Jesus Christ.  

Thank you all for your 
part in this ministry and 
praise God from whom 
all blessings flow! 
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visiting fisherman and      
cannery workers. Three   
hundred plus dozen cookies 
were baked and thousands 
of cups of coffee were 
served at The Net.  

Cannery workers from all 
over the world received   
Bibles and tracts, as well as 
used clothing and quilts. 
Cuba and Somalia and 
Southern California were 
especially represented this 
summer among seasonal 
workers, but many from   
other parts of the globe 
came too.  

Highlights at The Net were a 
young man named Nathan 
receiving Christ by faith and 
another man saying it had 
been a tough, frustrating, 
and disappointing summer, 
but he had experienced the 
presence of God through the 
welcome, hospitality, and 
atmosphere at The Net. 

Praise to God also for a team 
from Michigan that           
conducted a local basketball 
camp for Bristol Bay youth. 
The camp leaders taught 
basketball skills and shared 
God's Word with local youth 

Wisconsin finished the bunk 
rooms, bathrooms, and 
kitchen in the back of the 
three car garage at KAKN. 
This whole garage project 
has met a great need at the 
radio station for personnel 
there, and now the beautiful 
bunk rooms and living area 
will meet the needs of work-
ers in the future. Some of 
those future workers will be 
those who help out with 
village VBS's and ministry at 
The Net.  

A team of AFLBS (Association 
Free Lutheran Bible School) 
alumni         conducted Vaca-
tion Bible School in six villag-
es this summer. Praise God 
for    children hearing the 
gospel in communities 
where there is no regular 
church or     pastor. A fun 
end to the summer was the 
VBS team meeting Alaska 
Governor Sean Parnell and 
his wife at the airport (and 
getting a picture with him) 
on the way out of town. 

We also thank The Lord for 
the brothers and sisters 
from Wisconsin and Califor-
nia who ministered at The 
Net this summer. The Net is 
our hospitality outreach to 

Visitor map 

Sport camp for Bristol Bay youth 

Completed bunk kitchen 
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Bible, some had brought 
their own and a very few 
said no. We continue to pray 
that they would read the 
materials they received.   

Art and Darcy came into The 
Net one morning. As the 
conversation developed 
these men shared that they 
had recently accepted Christ.  
We invited them to church 
and from the window 
showed them where the 
church building was located.   

(Continued from page 1) Sunday morning Art and   
Darcy showed up at 
church—along with several 
others they had invited. The 
atmosphere was so inviting 
that when George Steinberg, 
the Sunday School teacher, 
asked if anyone would like to 
share a testimony or bless-
ing, both men  shared with 
excitement and joy what 
Christ was doing in their 
lives. We  gave these men a 
ride back to the cannery; this 
contact gave us the privilege 
of picking others up for   

What’s the catch? cont... 

services on Sunday mornings 
and Sunday nights.  

Joe was another man God 
gave us opportunity to    
minister to. He was          
experiencing difficulties with 
his fellow deck hand. One 
night Joe did not have a 
place to stay. We were given 
permission to bring him to 
the radio station for the 
evening. He had breakfast 
and devotions with Les and I 
at The Net several mornings 
and God was at work in his 
life. Thanks be to God.  

Visitors to The Net enjoying cookies, coffee, Gospel literature, warm quilts to take back to their bunk quarters. 



 

 

Prayer sustained me 

basis, but this gave me the 
inspiration to do so, and I 
loved every minute of it.  On 
some days, I felt a little 
home sick, or very tired, but 
then I’d remember all the 
people that were praying for 
me, and my spirit would lift!   

Many of my prayer  warriors 
sent me    
encouraging 
emails, and 
that minis-
tered to me a 
great deal. I 
also had one 
special lady 
named      
Dorothy, that 
wrote me    
several 
letters to me, 
taking the 
time to      
address an 
envelope and 
put a stamp 
on it; what a 
blessing!  

My prayer 
warrior also shared Bible 
verses with me, which     
provided a part of my daily 
devotions. I wrote the Bible 
verse on a white board at 
The Net so that we could 
share them with our visitors 
and many found comfort 
from these verses. 

Would I spend the summer 
in Naknek again? Of course I 
would! But what I really 
want to say is this: if you 
have an opportunity to go 
on a mission trip, GO! And if 

By Bobbie Overgaard 

Many of you have probably 
already heard and read 
about The Net, KAKN radio, 
and about Naknek, so I’m 
not going to tell you about 
that. Instead, I’m going to 
tell you a little about what 
this mission trip to Naknek 
meant to me. 

By the time I 
get home, I 
will have been 
gone for just a 
little over 
three months.  
Needless to 
say, I was a 
nervous about 
such a long 
absence from 
home. I      
decided I    
didn’t want to 
be gone that 
long without a 
prayer cover-
ing. I asked 
friends and    
family to be 
on a team of prayer warriors 
to support me while I trav-
eled and served at The Net 
and at KAKN; they came 
through for me, just as a 
warrior should!  

There were at least 75      
people on my prayer team, 
many signing up for multiple 
days of prayer. On the day 
they were praying for me, I 
was praying for them. For 
me, this gave a whole new 
meaning to prayer. In the 
past, I did not pray on a daily 
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you can’t go, please support 
those that do with prayer! 

“Be anxious for nothing but 
in everything by prayer and 
supplication with               
thanksgiving let your        
requests be made known to 
God.” Philippians 4:6 

 

Supplies used 

at The Net 

this summer:  

 

20.75 lbs. 

coffee 

351.5 doz. 

cookies, bars, 

cup cakes, 

muffins, etc. 

Sorting supplies sent up by mail  for use at The Net 

Verse of the day, in both English and Spanish, at The Net 



 

 

Ministering travel agent 

longer had a place to sleep 
that night they needed to 
get flights out that day. They 
asked if we could help them. 

Bobbie and I prayed to Jesus 
with them (they were          
Muslim) and Bobbie got to 
work on her laptop. She 
found a flight that left in one 
hour. I immediately drove 
them to the airport, where 
they looked blankly at the 
booking agent when      
questioned, (their English 
skills were very limited) so I 
stepped in and helped     
answer questions. By that 
time I had gotten to know 

By Kenn Graham 

I worked at The Net with 
Bobbie Overgaard, the      
superb baker of about 100 
dozen cookies during the 
two weeks I was there. Every 
day was an adventure; we 
never knew what                 
opportunity to minister 
would show up. 

One day two Iraqis came in 
the door, quite agitated.  
One said he had had a heart 
attack and the other had 
wrenched his back; they 
both were fired by the     
cannery. Since they no      
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them very well. Both men 
ended up getting tickets out, 
just in time to board the 
plane. Blessed be the Lord! 

We met many local people 
and learned of their way of 
life in a fishing community. 
Alvin was helpful with local 
facts and interesting stories 
from the area. On Sunday 

Guest quarters completed by work crew 

ing. If they did not have all 
we needed, we figured out 
another way.  

The local hardware store 
was a big help in the project, 

By Bonnie Timm 

On June 26, 2014 a group of 
six friends from Wilson, Wis-
consin departed for an    
adventure in Naknek, Alaska.  
The goal was to finish the 
living quarters for volunteers 
at the KAKN radio facility. 
Our team consisted of Roger 
and Bonnie Timm, Greg and 
Connie Koch, Ray Blok and 
Jim Keller. 

God blessed our time of 
preparation as well as our 
actual time spent there. The 
biggest challenge was having 
all the needed materials and 
food shipped so that it 
would arrive before we did. 
The fact that they receive 
only two barge shipments 
per year and the high cost of 
materials made it challeng-

as well as Pastor Jeremy and 
Pastor Jeff. If we needed a 
tool or machinery, Pastor 
Jeff would put the word out, 
and it would show up at the 
radio station. 

This was one of many ways 
we were able to minister—
just like we prayed God 
would bring us.  

Work team from Wilson, WI in the newly completed guest kitchen of the KAKN bunk quarters. 



 

 

By Michelle Alverson 

This summer I set out on a 
journey to Alaska knowing 
it was going to be full of 
adventure and new          
experiences. I was beyond 
excited to share God’s love 
with the people of Alaska 
and was blessed with the 
chance to minister in many 
different ways. It is          
extremely difficult for me to 
put my experience into 
words, however one thing 
that had a large impact 
were the simple moments.   

One in particular happened 
during craft time our third 
week of VBS. We were using 
scratch art and I was sitting 
next to a girl named Emily.  
While everyone else was 
doing fun designs, Emily had 
a different idea. She wrote 
on her craft, “I love Jesus 
and He loves me.” She and I 
were able to talk about 
what that meant. These 
types of moments             

reoccurred throughout 
the summer and they 
are ones I will cherish 
forever.   

John 3:16 says, “For God 
so loved the world that 
He gave His one and only 
son, that whosoever be-
lieves in Him will not  
perish but have eternal 
life.” This is the uncondi-
tional love Emily wrote 
about on her craft and I 
was extremely blessed 
to be used this summer 
to share it with the    
people of Alaska. 

 

Village Vacation Bible School 
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had many opportunities with 
my teammates to sing songs 
about God’s love, use       
puppets, storybooks, and 
lessons to tell numerous kids 
about Jesus. However, what 
impacted my heart and my 
life the most this summer 
are the little moments like 
the one I had with Jacklyn. 

I learned that missions is not 
about going somewhere and 
changing everyone’s heart 
and mind, but rather it is as 
Jesus said in Luke 19:14, “Let 
the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.”  

This summer I was blessed 
with the opportunity to    
enter different villages and 
open the door of invitation 
for Alaskan children to come 
to Jesus. My prayer is that as 
each child continues to grow 
and experience the ups and 
downs of life they will       
remember the invitation 
Jesus has given to them. 
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By Stephanie Kantonen 

After VBS one evening 
the team and I prepared 
a common – yet tasty – 
meal of mac n’ cheese 
and hotdogs. The rest of 
the team and some kids 
from the village were 
sitting on the couches in 
the living room, and I 
pulled out a kitchen chair 
across from a seven year old 
girl named Jacklyn. After 
discussing whether or not 
mac n’ cheese is better with 
or without ketchup, Jacklyn 
opened up a new topic. 

“Do you ever see things that 
aren’t real?” she asked me. 

“Yes, I think that can happen 
sometimes.” 

“It happens to me a lot. It 
happened to me on the way 
here.” 

“It did? Why did that       
happen?” 

“I know why! My mom said 
it’s because the devil tricks 
us. He tries to make me 
scared, so he makes me see 
scary things that aren’t     
real.” 

“What do you do when 
you’re scared?” 

“I pray and Jesus helps me.” 

I set out on my second trip 
to Alaska ready for            
adventure, ready to tell kids 
that I already knew and 
loved more about the God 
who loved them. I did have 
adventures in Alaska, and I 



 

 

In a little more than a year, 
the engine and propeller on 
the Cherokee Six will be due 

We are praying for God’s 
provision for a special need 
of FLAPS in the near future.  

for an overhaul. It appears 
the best option is to have 
the overhaul done in the 
“lower forty-eight.” With 
shipping costs included,   
preliminary estimates      
indicate the total cost of this 
necessary maintenance to 
be close to $25,000. We 
thank God for his faithful 
provision of the FLAPS     
ministry over the years of its 
existence. Please join us in 
praying that God will provide 
the needed resources to 
meet this need.  

 

By Lavon O. Bohling 

The FLAPS aviation ministry 
is in its fifteenth year of   
operation and the six-seated 
Piper Cherokee Six airplane 
has been a significant part of 
this unique ministry for    
thirteen of those years. For 
ten of those years it was 
based in Minneapolis, MN 
and was used as a           
transportation tool for the 
AFLC Home Office. In 2011, 
the plane was relocated to    
Naknek, Alaska where it has 
been serving as an effective 
tool for ministry in         
southwest Alaska.   
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Rolf’s reflect on village ministry 

By Josiah & Courtney Rolf 

We had a wonderful time 
sharing in the task of doing 
Vacation Bible School in      
rural Alaska villages this 
summer. The greatest joy we 
had was sharing Jesus with 
children, many of whom 
have never ever heard about 
Him in their young lives.  
 
Our first week was in Ekwok, 
which is a small village of 
around 60-70 people. Pastor 

Jeff Swanson and Pilot/      
Pastor Jeremy Crowell fly 
there every Sunday, fair 
weather permitting. We 
stayed in a small chapel for 
the week, cooking with an 
electric burner and hot pot. 
Five kids came to VBS; we 
got to know them very well 
and they got to know us.  
 
They loved coming to the 
chapel early in the day and 
sticking around to play after-
wards. One of them, Billy 
Boy, startled Courtney when 
she went outside to brush 
her teeth and found him 
patiently waiting outside the 
door.  
 
We gave each of the kids 

their own Bible, and      
Courtney taught each one 
how to use it. One of the 
hardest things about leaving 
each village was that we 
knew how isolated they are 

and that there is no constant 
ministry presence in the vil-
lages. Each village really 
needs a pastor, missionary, 
or even Christian lay-people 
to encourage and build up 
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VBS team in front of Cherokee Six 
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Rolf’s reflect cont. 

Believers there regularly.   
The children and people in 
each village were all so     
generous and hospitable.  
They love sharing food! Let’s 
just say we had a lot of great 
salmon!  
 
I (Josiah) had a chance to see 
Naknek in 2011 when I was 
there on a Bible School     
internship. One of the things 
that I noticed was how each 
of the separate ministries in 
the area are cooperating and 
serving together. It was a 
blessing to see how effective 
those ministries are in the 
area. The churches do 
events together, help fly 
each other around to        
minister to the many         
villages. It really is inspiring 
to see that happening!   
 

(Continued from page 7) 

tired on the trip home, July 
5th, but amazed as we 
looked back at the week. It 
was very humbling to see 
how God had accomplished 
so much through the work of 
our hands. We pray the facil-
ities will be used to further 
God’s work. To God be the 
Glory. 
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after worship in Naknek, the 
men flew with Pastor Jeff 
and Pastor Jeremy to the 
villages of Ekwok and South 
Naknek. At the potluck     
dinner, we enjoyed tasting 
many ways to prepare    
salmon, along with some 
specialty sandwiches and 
desserts from “The Shire”, a 
little coffee shoppe near the 
radio station. 

God blessed our team as we 
worked together for many 
hours per day, even           
surpassing our goal by the 
end of the week. We were 

Guest quarters cont. 

We would encourage you all 
to pray for the unity to     

continue and for the fishers 
of men we have hard at 

work in Alaska! 
 


