
 

 

Wednesday nights a prime 

time for children's ministry. 

We are especially fortunate 

to be located right next to 

the local boys and girls club, 

so many children go straight 

from school to B&G Club and 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Pastor Jeff Swanson— 

Our little church in Naknek 

sits on a hill looking out over 

Naknek and the river.  On a 

clear day we can see the 

snow-covered mountains of 

Katmai National Park far to 

the east. A few years back 

the church was aptly re-

named "Hilltop Christian   

Fellowship". 

Each Wednesday night while 

10-15 adults gather to sing, 

pray, and study God's Word 

in the "upper room" next to 

the sanctuary, local children 

gather in the basement with 

my wife, Jane, for JAM 

(Jesus And Me) Club.       

Children in Alaska bush    

villages get used to staying 

up late because of the long 

daylight hours, often well 

past midnight for part of the 

year. Even in the winter they 

seem to keep the late   

schedule up, making it tough 

to get children up for       

Sunday School on Sunday 

mornings. This makes 

From the Studios of  KAKN Radio 

By Pastor Bob Lee, KAKN 

Station Manager— 

Hallelujah, the long winter is 

over! Robins, swallows and 

beluga whales have        

suddenly appeared, along 

with thousands of summer 

visitors drifting in for the 

hunting and fishing season. 

Our most recent challenges 

have been having our     

internet connection come to a 

grinding crawl, preventing us 

from downloading the day’s 

radio programs. Meanwhile 

influenza was sweeping the 

community. At one point all 

of our vehicles were         

disabled with transmission, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Summer Prayer Points 

 
 FOR THOSE IN THE NAKNEK-

COMMUNITY ESPECIALLY IN 

NEED OF JESUS DUE TO 

GRIEF OR ADDICTION. 

 FOR GOOD WEATHER AND 

SAFETY WHILE THE BUILDING 

TEAM IS AT WORK IN JULY.  

 FOR A SAFE SUMMER OF 

FISHING AND FLYING. 

 FOR AN IMPORTANT FCC 

ALTERNATIVE INSPECTION OF 

THE RADIO STATION.  

 SUMMER PLANS FOR VBS 

 THAT KAKN WILL BE A 

STRONG WITNESS TO THE 

THOUSANDS OF SUMMER 

VISITORS WHO FISH AND 

WORK AROUND-THE-CLOCK 

IN BRISTOL BAY. 
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steering, electrical, compres-

sion and braking problems. 

The refrigerator in the vacant 

apartment quietly died and 

took all of its frozen food 

with it. This is the second time 

this year we have lost a 

freezer-full of food. 

Though there have been   

challenges, there have also 

been great blessings. 

Our nephew and his     

daughter visited at Easter 

and presented Christ in the 

Passover to the village and 

Christ in the Feast of Taberna-

cles to our congregation. 

Students from the high school 

have been interviewing    

elders which will be aired in 

the coming months. The     

Christian school also solicited 

and sold radio commercials, 

which they then wrote,     

recorded, and edited. A third 

group, Margaret’s first   

graders, recorded this 

month’s school menus which 

were played each morning. 

Our biggest news is perhaps 

the arrival of the garage. 

Our vehicles have shivered in 

the cold for over twenty-five 

years and occasionally they 

don’t wake up when we go to 

start them. We are excited 

that a team from Dalton, MN 

intends to arrive in July to 

build the garage and teach 

Vacation Bible School. 

Just a few days ago Ben 

Dahl, a Bible school graduate 

and Parish Builder in Califor-

nia, arrived back for a sec-

ond summer to assist us at the 

radio station. Ben will be a 

great blessing to us and to 

the youth in the community. 

I am always excited to hear 

that the programming here at 

KAKN is a blessing to some-

one. Yesterday I heard that a 

local fifth grader is addicted 

to Unshackled and a few 

other programs. Considering 

the prevalence of addiction 

in the village I am pleased 

that he has chosen Christian 

radio as his choice. 

Write Us:                               

Pastor Bob and Margaret 

Lee, PO Box 214,   

Naknek, AK 99633 

bobmarglee@gmail.com    
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Spring thaw at KAKN 

Naknek grocery store—
10lb fruit bag, $25.99 

“YESTERDAY I HEARD 

THAT A LOCAL FIFTH 

GRADER IS ADDICTED 

TO UNSHACKLED AND 

A FEW OTHER 

PROGRAMS. 

CONSIDERING THE 

PREVALENCE OF 

ADDICTION IN THE 

VILLAGE I AM PLEASED 

THAT HE HAS CHOSEN 

CHRISTIAN RADIO AS 

HIS CHOICE.“ BOB LEE 

Pastor Bob Lee and Pastor Jeff Swanson interview David 
Garrett of Jews for Jesus on KAKN 

KAKN operates 24 hours a day 



 

 

they had to ship in fuel via 

aircraft as opposed to a 

barge on the river. Since it 

came by aircraft, it was more 

expensive and they had to 

ration out the heating fuel. 

Another obstacle to overcome 

By Pastor Jeremy Crowell 

One of our regular ministry 

points has been a village 

called Ekwok. This village is 

about a ½ hour flight away 

from Naknek, located on the 

pristine Nushagak River. This 

last winter, with frigid gales 

and blizzards, prevented us 

from making flights into   

Ekwok. In fact, the last time 

we were there was before 

Christmas. Weather had its 

hand in preventing us from 

going there in another way 

too. Since it was so cold, the 

village ran out of heating 

fuel early. This meant that 

was that the key for the 

church had been lost. 

We were finally able to fly 

into Ekwok on May 20th.   

After several unsuccessful 

(Continued on page 4) 

Back to Ekwok 

then come over to our JAM 

Club. 

Food is always a draw, so 

during the school year Jane 

makes supper for the chil-

dren. The kids gather for 

food and then have Bible 

reading, Scripture memory, 

Bible Story time, crafts and 

games. 

As the weather gets nicer in 

the spring we see children 

coming on 4-wheelers, some-

times with several piled onto 

each. I know that sounds dan-

gerous, but its commonly ac-

cepted here. 

We are thankful that the 

numbers of children coming 

and hearing God's Word is 

increasing this spring. Pray 

for the seed of the Word    

(1 Peter 1:23) to find good 

soil, sprout, grow and bear 

much fruit in the precious 

young souls of Naknek. 

Please pray too for outreach 

this summer to the many    

hundreds of cannery workers 

and fishermen who come to 

Bristol Bay for fishing season 

from all over the world.  We 

ordered tracts in a dozen 

languages to help us effec-

tively communicate the Gos-

pel to workers here from 

South America, the                  

Philippines, Croatia, Russia, 

Mongolia, Mexico, etc... 

Pray also for the ongoing 

ministry of the Word in South 

Naknek and Ekwok.  We are 

generally able to go to South 

Naknek each Sunday after-

noon and Thursday night 

weather permitting. Ekwok is 

another story. There are no 

roads there so it involves a 

plane ride. Through the    

winter it’s not easy to get 

there regularly due to      

distance (50 plus miles) and 

the extreme weather       

conditions. Our ministry there 

has been sporadic and we 

are seeking to start up in 

earnest again this summer, so 

please pray for open doors 

and hungry hearts. 

"So the word of the Lord was 

growing mightily and pre-

vailing.” Acts 19:20 This is 

our goal and our prayer in 

Naknek and beyond.  

Write Us:                               

Pastor Jeff Swanson                         

PO Box 501                                 

Naknek, AK 99633                      

jswanson7@juno.com  

Cont...Hilltop Happenings 
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AFLC  Home  Mis s ions ,  chu r ch  p lan t ing  and  g rowing  d is c ip l e -makers  

3110  E .  Med i c ine  Lake  B lvd ,  P lymouth ,  MN 55441  

Web :  www.a f l chomemiss ions .o rg  Ema i l :  homemi s@af l c .o rg  

“WE ORDERED TRACTS 

IN A DOZEN 

LANGUAGES TO HELP 

US EFFECTIVELY 

COMMUNICATE THE 

GOSPEL TO WORKERS 

HERE FROM SOUTH 

AMERICA, THE                  

PHILIPPINES, CROATIA, 

RUSSIA, MONGOLIA, 

MEXICO, ETC…” 

Eager for good weather 
to fly again 

Malachi Crowell  

Jeremy with his father-in-
law, Jack Gee 

Moving the plane from the hangar  

All newsletter photos are 
courtesy of Lacey Crowell 

and Monica Garrett  



 

 

funds quickly enough to cover 

projects that need to be 

done, over and above the 

Sometimes it seems we can’t 

get qualified volunteers to 

Naknek fast enough, or raise 

day to day work that Pastors 

Jeff, Jeremy and Bob do.   

Yet we look at what God has 

given us...amazing tools such 

as the KAKN radio station, 

airplanes, and missionaries 

with a special calling for this 

work. God’s provision is    

perfect, so we carry on, one 

step at a time. 

That’s why we need you...an 

army of committed prayer 

warriors. We pray that each 

of you reading this newsletter 

will be one of those warriors!

www.aflchomemissions.org 

This Summer in Naknek  

By Loren Tungseth                
HM Director of Resource Dev.  

loren.tungseth@gmail.com 

This summer we have much 

work and ministry to do in 

Naknek. Garage materials 

arrived in May. Our work 

team from Dalton, MN is 

making their final prepara-

tions for their trip to Alaska in 

mid-July. They are studying 

building plans, inventorying 

tools, preparing and packing 

food, and getting ready to 

teach VBS. My wife and I 

look forward to being part 

of that work team.                         
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Cont...Back to Ekwok 

attempts to make contact with 

our friends in Ekwok, we   

decided to just go and see 

how everyone was doing. The 

community had survived the 

winter! We met with several 

of our friends and found out 

others had moved to         

Anchorage for a few months. 

What was surprising was that 

they still were rationing fuel 

oil out at that time. Lacey 

typed out Scripture verses 

onto bookmarks that we 

could give to people as we 

talked with them. It was a 

blessing to be able to see 

those in Ekwok again. 

The next week we were able 

to fly up again and hold   

services. It was a small 

crowd, only two, but we were 

able to worship and be minis-

tered to by God’s Word. 

June 3rd we were able to go 

again and we had a few 

more people. They were all 

grateful that we were able to 

come and have church.    

Imagine not being able to 

have church for 3 months. This 

is what happened in this vil-

lage. 

There are some villages that 

don’t have church services at 

all, simply because there is no 

one to preach.  Luke 10:2 

says, “And He was saying to 

them, ‘ The harvest is plentiful, 

but the laborers are few; 

therefore beseech the Lord of 

the harvest to send out labor-

ers into His harvest. ‘” Pray 

for Ekwok. Pray for Alaska.  

                                                           

 

You can learn more about 

AFLC aviation ministry at 

www.flapsministry.org                                                          

 

Write Us:                          

Pastor Jeremy and Lacey 

Crowell, PO Box 507,   

Naknek, AK 99633    

n4100@juno.com    

                                

Pastors Jeremy and Jeff preparing for flight 

Unloading new garage supplies that arrived by barge 
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